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PREFACE. 



To the British Hotise of Commons, the following 
pages on the History, Laws, and Government of 
the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey, are with much 
submissioji respectfully dedicated. 

The Author, in taking this liberty, offers no 
apology, particularly where it can be shewn that 
abuses exist, and where all past legislation in 
regard to these Islands has hitherto proved abor- 
tive, through a total ignorance of their real position 
with the Mother Country, and their existing grants 
and charters. It is true that all Acts of Parliament 
affecting them, are by an Order in Council, dated 
1st July, 1731, directed to be registered there ; but 
of what effect is a registration, if they set up ah 
exclusive and separative jurisdiction ? 

Instead, therefore, of pursuing the subject by 
letter, to my Lord John Russell, as originally in- 
tended, it has been deemed adviseable to pursue 
it in the shape of an historical narrative, thereby 
rendering' the publication of general utility, and of 
proving the manifest defects and absurdities in the 
Constitution of these Islands. 

The Act of 31st Charles II. (the Habeas Corpus 
Act) is registered in Jersey, and if a writ be issued 
to the Jurats, they return by virtue of their Char- 
ters, that they are not bound to answer ; that on 
which they chiefly rely, is an Order in Council of the 
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sixth year of the reign of Queen Eiizaheth, dated 
Westminster, the 22nd June, 1565; wherein the 
Courts of Westminster, and particularly the Chan- 
cery Courts, are forhidden from issuing process 
into any of these Islands. The order is given here- 
after at full length. 

The suhject is one of importance, and it is hoped 
that Acts of Parliament, duly registered, will no 
longer he treated with contempt, as will he here- 
after seen hy the correspondence of the Chief Comp- 
troller of the Customs at Southsea, who went over 
to Jersey to make a seizure, hut whose journey was 
rendered a fruitless one, hy the Civil Authorities 
asserting that their Charters protected them from 
all search on shore. 

By the 6th George IV. sec. 34, it is enacted, " That 
all vessels and goods whatsoever liable to forfeiture 
under this Act, shall and may be seized in any 
place either upon land or water, by any Officer of 
His Majesty's Customs, &c." This Act was duly 
registered in the Royal Court. 

The Channel Islands, under their present state of 
mis-government, and their method of appeal to the 
King in Council to this country, have long since 
demanded inquiry, and that in lieu of their present 
obsolete code of Norman laws, others more conge- 
nial to the Eighteenth Century should be substi- 
tuted, and the different Acts of this Realm more 
effectually respected and obeyed. 

From their very obedient Servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 



THE FOLLOWING LETTER 



WA8 ADDE£8SBD TO THB 



Rt. Hon. LORD JOHN RUSSELL, 



IN JULY LAST. 



My Lord, 

WHILST the subject of Municipal Corporate 
Reform engrosses the public mind, permit me to 
draw your Lordship's attention to the Channel 
Islands, and to that of Jersey in particular, as 
forming a fit and proper subject for enquiry to be 
entertained by the Councils of this great nation. 

I propose, therefore, first, to give an outline of 
the long and continued wish of the inhabitants of 
Jersey, that they should be more closely identified 
with the interests and laws of the Mother Country; 
and in my next, and subsequent letters, to revert 
to their Charters, Constitution, Laws and Govern- 
ment, and to prove to your Lordship, the indispu- 
table right of this country to have her enactments 
carried into full operation and effect. 

First, then, will be found, in the reign of Edward 
III., justly called the EngUsh Justinian, frequent 
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instances of the Justiciarii, or the Justices of Eyre, 
going over to Jersey from Westminster Hall, ad 
assizas capiendds, which maintains the fact, that the 
laws of England and these Islands were at that 
time substantially the same. 

In the year 1811, a commission was directed to 
three distinguished legal gentlemen, viz. William 
Osgood, Maurice Swabey, and Henry Hobhouse, 
Esquires, Barristers-at-law, confined solely to an 
inquiry into the then method of electing Jurats, 
which for a long series of years had filled the Island 
with contentions of the worst description, arising 
from the election of uneducated and illiterate men 
to that office. 

This inquiry resulted in a strong admonition from 
the Crown, that the best security for their existing 
privileges would be found in the temperate and 
moderate use of them : but said Mr. Allen, who 
defended the Islanders on this occasion, ^' If we 
are to have a change, change us altogether ; give 
us English Liaws, English Judges, and English Trial 
by Jury — anglicise us completely." 

That the time for such a change has long since 
arrived, I give the following from the public news- 
papers. 

Jersey British Press. — " Some persons from Lon- 
don have reported that a new code of laws was pre- 
paring for Jersey. Such a change would be most 
desirable, with such an extended foreign conmierce, 
and an increased population and improved state of 
society. The Royal Court might have answered in 
some degree the purposes for which it was established, 



but in the present state of the Island, many new 
cases arise. In vain should we look to the Royal 
Court for Judges, to whom decisions can now be 
referred, therefore, in common with the natives of 
Jersey, we should hail with satisfaction the laws of 
England, the presence of an English Judge, and an 
open bar. Such a change would relieve the Lords 
of the Council of Appeals from these Islands, which 
now occasion much harassing delay and expence." 

The Gazette de Jersey — speaking of the great ad- 
vantages which France has derived from her code 
of laws, the Editor of this native Gazette adds, 
" That the possession of a written law, and V esta- 
hlissement d' une jurie en matiere civile ^ are the best 
safeguards of an enlightened people, jaloux de leur 
Uberte; nous avous des ahus a corriger^ et des loix a 
changer J^ ' 

" And where," says another Editor, " can be 
found fairer game than those Magistrates who have 
been described as enlightened and immaculate. 
Mr. Le Maitre, the premier of the learned bench, 
began his career as a cabin boy, and when he grew 
older, was admitted to the honorable oflSce of cook 
to a fishing establishment at Newfoundland; and 
Mr. Benest, another of the learned, might have be- 
come an able-bodied seaman. Yet these qualifica- 
tions entitled them to a seat amongst the venerable 
distributors of justice, and placed them in our list 
of Judges and Senators. In such confusion have I 
witnessed the courts of law in Jersey, that for the 
purpose of suiting the dictum of conflicting parties, 
the code Napoleon, the more recent laws of France, 
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Blackstone's Commentaries and Burn's Justice are 
quoted for the guidance of the Royal Court." 

Such is the state of the Islands in the British 
Channel, and, to suit my purpose, I quote, out of 
many others to the same effect, the evidence of the 
Rev. Mr, Mallett, as given before the above Com- 
missioners. 

^' I conceive the causes of abuse to be many, but 
our Constitution having deviated from its original 
simjdicity, has been resorted to by ambitious and 
designing persons to realize their projects of inter- 
est, and in its progress has exhibited the appear- 
ance of tyranny, oligarchy, aristocracy, and lately 
that of democracy and anarchy ; the classing all 
which in due order, and illustrating them with pre- 
cise facts and dates, (which might be adduced in 
abundance,) would require time, talents, much wri- 
ting, and above all, great public spirit, and without 
which, I am afraid, no man, though the best inten- 
tioned and of the most extensive knowledge, will 
ever remove the radical defects of our civil institu- 
tions, or balance a well-equipoised political system, 
whose regular motion keeps in harmony the differ- 
ent orders of the community." 

In answer to a further question, the same gentle- 
man adds, *^ That after the very improper choice of 
a Jurat, lately made, I apprehend that other persons 
still more unfit, if possible, will continue to be 
elected, especially as several of that description are 
mentioned before-hand for that purpose. It would 
undoubtedly be a most fatal evil, and the worst that 
could befal any civilized country, if persons of that 
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character were to sit as Magistrates, and decide on 
the lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens." 

If petitions are made to effect an improvement in 
the laws of Jersey, they have been denounced ille- 
gal, and individuals have been intimidated at taking 
such a step ; but the time is arrived when the task 
of exposing these continued abuses is fearlessly 
undertaken, and the facts easy of proof. Their un- 
shaken allegiance at the restoration is pleaded as a 
bar to all interference, as well as their obedience to 
the laws ; but says a writer on this subject, ** King 
Charles II. after his restoration, notwithstanding 
the great guilt which lay upon them for their for- 
wardness in the late rebellion against his fattier and 
himself, was pleased afterwards to confer many 
privileges.*' 

As to their obedience to the laws, that fact is 
soon decided. By the Act of 6th George IV. which 
authorized a search for contraband goods, as well 
upon land as upon water, an OflBcer* of the Customs 
was sent to Jersey on information that a most valu- 
able cargo had been got on shore ; but no sooner 
had he landed, than he was prohibited by the Civil 
Authorities to search the warehouse in question, and 
in spite, forsooth, of this very Act of Parliament, 
he was compelled to leave the Island without effect- 
ing the object of his mission, and to exclaim — "Ye 
Jersais, multum in hac urbe poUet." 

I promise, therefore, in my next to give your 
Lordship an ample and detailed account of the 

* The original letter of Mr. Williams, the Officer, is still in existence. 
A copy is fully set out, annexed to the Act for regulating the Customs. 
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Charters of these Islands, and the grants made of 
them to numerous ancestors of our nobility by the 
Sovereigns of this country, commencing from their 
separation from Normandy, by the cession of that 
country to Philip de Valois, King of France, in the 
famous treaty of Bretaigny, and in the meantime 
remain, 

Your Lordship/s 

Most obedient Servant, 

J. BOWDITCH. 

Jiily 14th, 1835. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Thb Islands of Guernsey and Jersey are by all geo- 
graphers called in Latin, Samia and Casarea ; the 
former stands in about 45 degrees North latitude, 
and is about 30 miles in circumference, and by far 
the most preferable of the two Islands ; the latter 
stands in 49 North latitude and 2 West longitude 
from the meridian of London, and is 33 miles in 
circumference. 

These and the two adjacent Islands, Alderney and 
Sark, are taken to have received their first inhabi- 
tants from Britanny in France, though Mr. Selden, 
in his '' Mare Clausumj^ maintains, that they came 
not by a Norman claim, but more anciently be- 
longed to the Crown of England. 

The Kings of England have, however, from the 
time of William the Conqueror preserved their 
rights, and the possession of them without any 
considerable interruption. King John, when he 
was dispossessed of Normandy by Philip II. of 
France, retained them, making such ^alterations in 
their civil government as seemed expedient. Be- 
fore this King's reign, there are neither documents 
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nor tradition to shew what was their Constitution, 
further than that they were part of the Duchy of 
Normandy. 

After the alienation of the rest of that Duchy 
from the Crown of England, certain constitutions 
and provisions were made by King John for the 
Islands of Jersey and Guernsey, whereby there were 
constituted ^^ duodecim coron^tores jurati ad placita 
et jura ad coronam spectantia tustotienda ;'' and it 
was provided that they should be " electi de indU 
genis insularum per Mmistros domini Regis et Optu 
mates Patriae" and that " electi debent jurare sine 
conditione ad manut enendum et sdlvandum jura do- 
mini Regis et Pairiotarum.^ 

Henry III. followed the example of King John, 
when he quitted his claim to Normandy^ and Edward 
III. had a special clause in the treaty of Bretaigny, 
dated October, 1360, for the reserving to him his 
title and possession, although some time before that 
and during his reign, one Marane, a Frenchman, 
had taken the Island of Guernsey, as appears upon 
record in the Exchequer, thtis — "Anno XIl. Ed. III. 
Memorandum, quod in festo nativitatis heatm Maria, 
captumfuit castrum comet, cum insula gener, 8erk et 
Aubuerey per Oallos et in Potestate Regis FrandteJ* 

In 1461, Naufant, the captain of Mont Orgueil 
castle in Jersey, taking part with Henry VI. did (by 
order from Margaret his Queen, when Edward III. 
prevailed against her husband) , deliver up the cas- 
tle to Peter de Bresse, Count Malvier, who by that 
means got possession of a considerable part of the 
Island of Jersey, which he kept for several years. 
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until Sir Richard Harlestoni an Admiral in the 
British Navy, with some forces, regained what the 
French had taken possession of. Of tlus battle, 
Philip Comines gives a particular narrative, and 
under his authority, an assize was held at Mont 
Orgueil castle in Jersey, and ordinances made, bearing 
4ate November, 1642, for the better government of the 
Island. 

Of the first planting the Christian religion in 
these Islands, little is known beyond that of Rolla, 
first Duke of Normandy, who thought fit to annex 
them to some bishopric within his own dominions, 
and made choice of Coutance, as the nearest to 
them; and so they continued until the reign of 
King John, who being dispossessed of Normandy, 
first brought them under the Bishop of Exeter's 
jurisdiction, from which they were transferred to 
the diocese of Salisbury ; but in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, 1568, finally transferred to the see of 
Winchester, where they now remain. 

The history. of the Reformation furnishes the 
following document, as appears by a letter of the 
Lords of the Council in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, dated Richmond, the 18th of August, 1565. — 
^'That whereas the Isles have ancientiy depended 
on the diocese of Coutance, and that there are 
churches in the said Isles reformed according to 
the doctrine set forth in this Realm, and a Minister 
in Guernsey, who uses the same order of preaching 
and administration as are used in the reformed 
French Churches at London, the Queen's pleasure 
is to admit the said Minister to continue the same 
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in Saint Peter's Port ; but that in the other parishes 
the same order of service shall be used as ordained 
in this Realm." 

This order- was not at first strictly attended to, 
and in the year 1563, the two* Islands formed an 
alliance or synod for the better regulation of the 
affairs of the Church, and at a synod held in Guern- 
sey, September, 1 567, a deputation was sent to the 
Bishop of Winchester, at which they acknowledge 
him their Primate, although the order for uniting 
the Islands to the see of Winchester bears date the 
March after. 

An example well worthy of imitation in the pre- 
sent day, appears at a synod held at Guernsey, in 
September, 1575. — ^' That a Minister, not having 
sufficient maintenance for himself and family from 
one parish, may receive a pension from another ; 
that in the country parishes, children may be bap- 
tized on the week days, provided there be first a 
sermon according to the appointment of our Savi- 
our, (Matthew xxviii.)" And in the consistory of 
Saint Peter's Port, November 1578, an order was 
made — **That there should not at any time be an 
assembly of the people for prayer only ; but when- 
soever they assemble there shall always be a ser- 
mon." 

In the first year of the reign of King James, 
David Badinel, Dean of Jersey, with other Ministers 
of that Island, drew up canons and constitutions 
ecclesiastical, agreeably to the discipline of the 
Church of England, and presented them to His 
Majesty; against which exceptions were taken, by 
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the Carterets, and some others of that Island, who 
it seems, liked better the Presbyterian way ; where- 
upon His Majesty referred them to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Lincoln, and the 
Bishop of Winchester. 

King Charles II. was pleased by his letter^ 
patent, dated July, 1662, directed to the Lord Hat- 
ton, to approve of the presentation he had made, 
as Governor, of Mr. John De Saumarez, of the 
deanery of that Island, and to declare his pleasure 
that the Act of Uniformity, passed in England, 
should be observed and put in execution there; 
which order has been ever since attended to, and 
all subsequent Deans from that period (derived 
from the Bishop of Winchester,) hold Ecclesias- 
tical Courts, and determine in all causes. In 
short, the ecclesiastics are on a like footing with 
those of the Mother Country : why, therefore, do 
not the Laity concede, and adopt the improve- 
ments made in our criminal and civil code at home, 
as exigencies and the advancement of the age re- 
quire ? The obsolete and ancient code of Normandy 
is oftentimes abandoned, and to suit the purpose 
of a party, the code Napoleon, the more recent 
laws of France, and Blackstone's Commentaries 
are selected and quoted ; as hereafter will appear 
in its proper place. 

The Clergy, however, are but too unhappily 
mixed up in a meeting of the States or Parliament, 
with politics, which lessen the dignity of their 
character, and make them anything but faithful 
shepherds of their respective flocks. All sects, 

B 
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however, without distinction, are tolerated through- 
out the Island. 

Of the Clergy, one other remark only is neces- 
sary — that a charity school, under the manage- 
ment of a Clergyman, in the Island of Jersey in 
particular, endowed by Henry VIII. (of lands) has 
most shamefully fallen into disuse, and the funds 
applied to other purposes. 

The government of these Islands, has, through 
successive reigns, from the time of William the 
Conqueror, been committed to the charge of 
persons very considerable, both for quality and 
estate, and sometimes to such as were next to the 
Crown. To them was committed, not only the 
military power and political government, but the 
administration of justice of all kinds ; which last 
was usually executed by deputy ; hence the title of 
Bailiff first arose. The Governor-in-Chief was 
styled — Guardian or Captain ; and at last Governors 
or Lieutenant-Governors. 

Some have had such ample grants, that they 
were more properly — ^Proprietors. Such was the 
grant of Richard I. to his brother John, afterwards 
King of England, and to his heirs ; that of Henry 
V. to his brother John, Duke of Bedford ; and that 
of Henry VI. to his uncle Humphrey, Duke of 
Gloucester, in special tail. Henry III. granted these 
Islands also in fee-farm to Richard, Lord Grey, of 
Cadnover, reserving a rent of four hundred marks 
per annum, to be paid into the Exchequer. Wil- 
liam, Earl of Salisbury, and Henry Ferrars, of 
Groby, were made joint Governors, by Edward 
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III. Some have been made only, daring the Royid 
pleasm^e, with a salary assigned them ; but in latter 
days the whole revenue has been granted, without 
rendering any account whatsovor. 

When a Governor first enters office, his patent 
is read to him in the Cohue Royale, or Royal Court ; 
his oath of office is administered to him, by the 
Bailiff, or his lieutenant ; the substance of which 
is, that he shall keep the Islands for the King's 
service, to the utmost of his power ; that he take 
care to keep the people m their d^ty^ and trw alle- 
giance to the King^ and his heirs and successors. 

The late patents to execute the office of Grovemor 
by himself, or his deputy, in the extent of Edward 
III. called constable, or keeper, ran thus I'^^^Dom. 
Rex habet iMdem et habere^ consuevit unum constabu- 
larium, qui perdpit per diem^ tempore pajds XVJ. 
d* toumSj forta moneta unde quatuor valent unum 
EstUng ; et temple metus guerreSy three toums ; ejus- 
dem monetae. But of later times, the Deputy- 
Governor has had such an allowance, as the 
Governor thought fit to make him. Notwithstaind- 
mg this clause in the Governor's patent, the King 
has placed th^*e a Lieutenant-Governor by his own 
' commission. 

The Deputy-Governor claims a customary duty 
out of all ships which unload wine, spirits, &c. in 
the Island. His oath of office also is nearly the 
same as the Governor's, who alone, by virtue of 
his patent, has the right of presenting to the dean- 
ery, and all other ecclesiastical benefices, and to 
such schools in the Islands as are of Koyal founda- 
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tion, rthere are several of these in each IslandJ He 
has also the nomination of the Bailiff, Procureur, 
Comptroller, Greffier, and King's Serjeant, and may 
suspend them from the execution of their offices, 
(except the Bailiff.) But hy an order of Council, 
dated May 27th, 1674, the King was pleased to 
declare, that he would for the foture, himself nomi- 
nate and appoint, the Bailiffs Dean, Procureur^ and 
Comptroller. 

No assembly of the States can be summoned 
without the sanction of the Governor ; and when 
a Jurat is chosen, he is not sworn, until the 
Governor has been made acquainted with the elec- 
tion, and approves of it. The Governor also, or 
his deputy, is always present when the States meet, 
and his authority on the bench, to advise the 
Bailiff and Jurats in the administration of justice. 
No foreigner can reside in either of the Islands 
without his permission. He has also pre-emption 
of all things brought into the market, and dis- 
tributes licences for wool and other articles exported 
out of England, custom free, for the use of the 
inhabitants, and for and on account of their trade, 
as well by privilege, as by Act of Parliament. He 
likewise gives certificates of all goods, the growth, 
and produce of the Island, which may be imported 
into England from thence, free from all duties. 

The Governor, too, has the sole command of all 
the militias throughout the Island, and gives com- 
missions, &c. ; and whenever he has occasion to 
take a review of them, or to order anything re- 
lating to their defence or security, the Constables 
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of the different parishes, bring in such a nmnber 
of horses, as he shall require for the use of his 
retinue. He may commit any of the Islanders to 
prison, but not put them in irons, unless for some 
high offence, wherein the King or the State may 
be concerned ; nor is he for less offences to keep 
the prisoner longer than twenty-four hours : in cases 
of such high nature, the Governor is left to his 
discretion, whether he shall think it convenient to 
impart the cause of commitment to the Bailiff and 
Jurats. But he is not (except in cases where the 
King or the Government is concerned) to conunit 
to prison, the Bailiff or Jurats. 

Amongst the lists of Governors, may be found 
the following distinguished persons : — 

Richard Lord Grey, of Cadnover — 10th Henry III. 

Edward, eldest son of the King — 13th Edward II. 

William Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, and 
Henry Lord Ferrars, of Groby, joint Go- 
vernors — 8th Edward III. 

Thomas Beuchamp, Earl of Warwick, patent — 
50th Edward III. 

John, Duke of Bedford, third son of Henry IV.-^— 
A. D. 1414, 

Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, fouth son of 
Henry IV. in special tail. 

Sir Richard Weston — 1st Henry VIII. 

Edward Seimour, Duke of Somerset — 28th Henry 
VII. 

George Carew, Earl of Totness, patent in rever- 
sion—- 1st James I. ; he lived till 5th Charles I. 
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Thbopilus, Lord Howard, of Walden, eldest soo 

of Earl Suffdk — 8th James I. in reversion. 
Hbnry, Lord Danvbrst, Earl of Danby, 18th 

James I. 
Sir Hugh Pollard — 12th Charles IL ; durante 

bene placito. 
Christophbr, Lord Hatton ; his son in reversion; 

durante vita. 

The first Charter of privileges was granted by 
King John, presently after he had lost his Diiphy 
of Normandy, excepting what he retained ifx thesfi 
Islands, which probably induced him to thinjc gf 
those means of preserving and securing them to his 
obedience. 

Richard II. in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
freed them from the payment of any duty on cus-^ 
toms in any port in England, granting all such 
privileges as any of his subjects enjoyed. 

King Charles II. after his restoration, (notwith- 
standing, says a writer, the great guUt which at first 
lay upon them^ for their forwardness in the late rebelf 
lion against his father and himself J was^ pleased by 
letters patent, bearing date, Westminstear, February 
11th, in the twentietib of his reign, rather tO add 
to, than diminish their privileges. 

The following is a copy of an order of Oliver 
Cromwell : 

" Olivier P. 
^* Trustee and well beloved, we greete you well : 
Having understood that at present there is 
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great faill of justice ia our Isle of Jersey, for want 
of the usual number of able and faithful Jurats ; 
apd we having received particular information of 
the faithfulness and g^aod affection of the persons 
mentioned in the schedule, for so great a trust, we 
have commanded you, &c. that you elect, &c. &c. 
Dated, Whitehall, 1st day of February, 1654. 

" To our Trustee and well-beloved Colonel Ro- 
bert Gibson, Governor, and Michael Lempriere, 
BaiUff." 

The Charter of King Charles recites the good ser- 
vices of the inhabitants of Guernsey in regaining the 
castle of Mont Orgueil in Jersey, and grants unto 
the Bailiff, inhabitants, &c. of Guernsey, Sere, and 
Alderney, and their successors, a free-trade to all 
ports of England, and in all other ports, as on this 
side the sea, without payment of any custom ; and 
that all merchants, as well enemies as friends, may 
pome, both in time of war and in time of peace, 
yrithin as far distance as a man may see from the 
Islaiid, without molestation or restraint, upon their 
persons, ships, or goods. 

The King also granted to them, the judging of 
all manner of actions, as well peal, pjers^fi^d, or 
mixed, as criminal or capital, arising within the 
Islands^ except in cases of treasiDn, coining, and 
violence to the Bailiff, or Jurats, whilst in the 
execution of their office : and yet there lies no ap- 
peal, in case where a man's life or liberty is at stake. 

The following remarks of the Commissioners 
alluded to in their report to the King in 1811, ap- 
plies with much force. 
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'' Your Majesty is informed, that the body of 
Jurats constitutes, not only the aristocratical branch 
of the Legislature, but likewise forms the only Court 
of Jwtice in the Island, imder the denomination of 
the Royal Court, which holds cognizance not only of 
all pleas, civil and criminal, (with the exception 
of high treason,) but also of all military offences, 
against the rules and orders established for the 
discipline of the militia. And, for the exercise of 
this office of dignity, no previous qualification is 
legally requisite, either in respect of rank, property^ 
or education. 

^^ It may possibly appear extraordinary, that no 
other qualification should be required from candi- 
dates for an office so important, extending as it 
does to matters of military, as well as civU cogni- 
zance, than those which rest in repute and pro* 
fession merely." 

The following order in Coimcil, of the 6th of 
Elizabeth, it is presumed is the comer stone of the 
Constitution of Jersey in particular, and that on 
which they chiefly rely :— 

'* Wettminster, 29nd JunOi 1565. 

Lord Keeper . . . Mr. Cane. 
Marquis Northampton, Mr. Lackvillb. 
Earl Leycester . . Secretary Peter. 

" Whereas heretofore for a good time past hum- 
ble suite was made to the Lords on behalf of the 
inhabitants of the Isles of Jersey and Guernsey, 
who found themselves much grieved that divers of 
the same Isle, contrary to their ancient Charters 
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and liberties, were called to answer here, by process 
awarded against them^ and after judgment given in 
the same Isles, appeals made hither in the said 
Courts, to the great trouble and vexation of the 
said inhabitants, of which they humbly desire of 
their Lordships to have redress and reformation. 
Their Lordships thought good for the better under- 
standing of that which should be thought requisite 
to be ordered in this matter, upon certain know- 
ledge what the law was touching the same Charters, 
required both Her Majesty's Solicitors-General to 
learn of the two Chief Justices what their opinions 
were in law therein, and also prayed Sir Hugh 
Paulett, Knight, Captain of the Isle of Jersey, to 
signify his mind touching the same, but whose 
opinion being this day returned to their Lordships 
in writing, which remaineth in the counsel chest : 
their Lordships, according thereunto thought good 
to order that from henceforth all suits commenced 
there already or hereafter to be commenced between 
any subjects of these Isles, should be heard, ordered 
and adjudged in the same Isles, and not within this 
Realm ; and the like order their Lordships deter- 
mined should be kept in suits arising and concern- 
ing two parties — ^whereof the one is resident in 
England y and the other in the said Isles.* And 
further, their Lordships resolved, that no appeals 
should be made for any sentence in judgment, given 
in the same Isles hither ; but only according to the 
words of their Charters — * Roi et a Son Conseil:* 

* A Power of Attorney is the proper instrument by which to pursue 
a debtor who has gone there to reside. 
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which agreeth, as Sir H. Paulett alledgeth, with 
such order and form as hath heretofore been accus- 
tomed with their Lordship's determination they 
commanded should be entered into the register of 
counsel, and delivered to the party complainant. 
And also, that warning should be given to the 
chief officers of the Courts of Westminster , espe- 
cially to the Chancery and Courts of Requests, to 
give order that no process be henceforth awarded 
out of the same Courts, against any of the officers 
or inhabitants of the same Isles, whereby they, or 
any of them, might be troubled contrary to this 
order and resolution. 

*^ Concordat cum Registro, 

" Ed. Tbbmaynb." 

It is, however, remarkable, that in giving way to 
the exclusive privileges of these Islands, and their 
alledged right under their Charters to resist a search 
on shore, (as was the fact with Mr. Williams, the 
Officer of the Customs,) that the following Act of 
Parliament was never yet made to bear, on the 
point, and to compel these Islanders to make re- 
turns to, and obey the writs of the Courts of West- 
minster. No mention of this Act is made iQ the 
Commissioner's report in 1811 ; or in any other 
work. 

'' By 7th and 8th William III. c. 22, it is enacted, 
that all laws, bye-laws, usages, and customs, which 
shall be in practice in any of the possessions of the 
Crown, repugnant to any law made, or to be made 
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in England, relative to the said possessions, shall 
be utterly void, and of none effect.^* 

The following order in Council seems to be a 
settled point, confirmed by the above Act of Wil- 
liam III., that if the Crown Officers of Jersey had 
been cognizant with the law, no resistance to a 
search on shore could have been effectually made. 

Copy of order in Council, dated Westminster, 
1st July, 1731. 

" And it is hereby further ordered, that for the 
future, whenever any Acts shall be passed in the 
Parliament of Great Britain, relating to the Islands 
of Guernsey and Jersey, printed copies of such 
Acts shall be transmitted by the Clerk of His 
Majesty's Privy Council, to the Royal Courts of 
the said Islands, to register and publish th^ said 
Acts, and to carry the same into execution." 

And by a further order in Council, dated West- 
minster, 7th May, 1806, it was declared — 

, " That the registration of a transmitted Act of 
Parliament, was not essential to its operation, and 
if any inconvenience should arise therefrom, the 
same shoxild be imputable to the non-compliance of 
the Royal Court: 
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, Rbvenue of Jersey. 

The King's dues ; out of which the Governor is 
paid :•— 
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Rene¥ral of leases of Crown lands, 

Yearly rents rese^ed, 

Wrecks, 

Duties on wine — Is. per gallon on all drank in the Island, 

Fines from the Royal Court, 

Chief and quit rents, 

Ship*8 clearances, 

HARBOUR DUES TO THE STATES. 



Anchorage, imports^ 
Interest on debt 


, and other dues 

• ■ 

Nett income 


• 
• 


£14158 
2483 








£11657 







CUSTOMS. 








Principal officer 
Comptroller 
Waiter and searchei 
Boatmen 


• • 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

ORDNANCE. 


• 
• 
• 


400 

300 

200 

50 12 





6 


Storekeeper 

Clerk of the check 

Clerk 

Office keeper 

Surgeon 

Chaplain 


• • • 

• • • 

• • • 
■ • • 

• • • 




440 

338 

173 

13 

90 

12 














BARRACK DEPARTMENT. 






Barrack master 
Assistant ditto 
Barrack seijeants 


• • • 
• • 


• 
• 


182 10 

125 

28 10 








ExdaaiTe of lioiu^ oo«li« caadlcs, uul fonge. 



Lieutenant-governor 
Fort major 
Inspector of militia 
Artillery inspector 
Assistant ditto 



MILITIA STAFF. 



172 

sa 

365 

182 

60 



29 



AssistaBt inspector and adjutant— 38. per daj 




£55 





Ditto ditto North regiment 




55 





Ditto ditto East 




55 





Ditto ditto Town 




55 





Ditto ditto St Laurence 




55 





Ditto ditto S. West 




55 





Drill seijeants (several) each 




20 





Trooper's lieutenant 




73 





Ditto Serjeant • . . . 




48 





Ditto privates . • • • 
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CIVIL. 








Inspector of strangers 


» 


90 





Superintendent of signals 


t 


55 





Lieutenant-governor's clerk . < 


) 


90 





Bxclaihwof aUowaBM for hovMa, tonf, he. 








Cletk of the woiks, &c. &c. 


1 


200 





Attorney-general . . i 


1 


700 





Solicilor-general 




190 





N J. AU tiMM an pM hf OovMWMttI t tk« SMwfaf aotklaf. 






Shipping of Jersey. 








In the year 1826 . • • 


Vessels 


126 


Tonnage • • • • 


4 

Vesse 




14663 


In the year 1835 


Is 


1105 


Tonnage .... 


. 


lt0500 



The increase of Guernsey in proportion. 

Their trade with almost every Foreign port is 
considerahle, and from their contiguity to the 
shores of France in particular, illicit trade in cows, 
hides, calf skins, teas, spirits, silks, &c. is carried 
on to an incredible extent, all which, when landed 
on shore, they pretend is free from the vigilance 
and search of the Custom Officers. 

Guernsey stands direct in the English Channel, 
elevated on a rocky spot, which renders its soil not 
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80 fertile as Jersey, but from that circumstance 
simply it is not the least desirable residence. The 
nearest port is Weymouth, a distance of about 
sixty-four miles, from which the Government mails 
are embarked.* It extends from East to West in 
the form of a harp, and is thirteen miles from 
South-east to North-east, and twelve and a half 
where broadest. The air is particularly salubrious 
and healthy, and the high roads and pleasant drives 
round the Island, are equal to any of M' Adams's in 
England. 

The inhabitants too, from a more close and con- 
stant identity with the Mother Country, and in their 
adoption of some of her laws are more civilized 
and courteous than their neighbours. 

Jersey is also situate in the English Channel, 
and was once called the Itinerary Caesarea ; in after 
times Angia ; by us Gersey or Jersey. It is eigh- 
teen miles West of Normandy, and eighty-four 
South of Portland ; about twelve miles long, and 
six wide, . where broadest. It is divided into 
twelve paris>he8, of which St. Helier's is the capi- 
tal ; in the immediate suburbs stands an immense 
rock commanding the whole town and bay, and on 
which is built one of the finest and best fortified 
forts or garrisons, that an Island can present. It is 
known by the name of Fort Regent^ and cost Govern- 
ment upwards of £120,000 in its erection. 

In front of the town, and in the centre of the 
bay, stands Elizabeth's Oastle, situate on an im- 

* Steam Boats are now regularly established from hence and South* 
ampton. 
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mense rock, which adds to the fortification and 
security of the town and its inhabitants, and at 
ebb-tide is easily approached. It is defended by 
rocks and dangerous quick sands. On the North 
side, the cliffs rise to an height of fifty fathoms, 
which renders it ahnost inaccessible on that side ; 
on the South, the shore is almost level with the 
water. In the Western part of this Island, is a 
large track of land, once cultivated and fertile, 
but now quite barren, caused by the Westerly 
winds throwing up sands from the bottom to the 
top of the highest cliffs. The higher lands are 
diversified by gravel and fine mould; the lower 
part by a deep rich and heavy soil. The centre 
is somewhat mountainous, and so thickly planted 
with trees, that at a distance it resembles an 
entire forest, though in walking through it, there 
is scarcely anything to be seen but hedge rows, and 
orchards of apple trees. The valleys under the 
hills are finely w&tered with brooks, and have 
pknty of horned cattle, and some small sheep. 
The horses are good for draught, but few fit for the 
saddle. 

This Island in particular produces a variety of 
roots and herbs, but not corn or cattle enough for 
the inhabitants, who import large quantities from 
England,* France, and elsewhere. As the air is 
remarkably healthy, many of the inhabitants live 
to a great age. The vast chain of rocks around it, 
renders the tide and currents so rapid, that the 
navigation is highly dangerous, except to those who 

* An order in Council must be had for all those from England. 
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are well acquainted with thp coast. The harbour 
in stormy weather is dangerous of approach, but 
commodious and well built. Their conunerce and 
intercourse with almost every Foreign port is be- 
yond conception : the inferior vessels are employed 
in the cod fishery at Newfoundland^ ^ where they 
flock in great numbers annually. 

The buildings are generally formed of ragged 
stone, but some of the wealthy inhabitants have 
their houses fronted with a reddish white stone, 
capable of being polished like marble. The churches 
are very plain, most of them with square steeples. 
The staple manufacture is knit stockings and caps ; 
many thousand pairs of which are sold annually at 
St. Helier ; also cyder, of which thirty thousand 
hogsheads have been made in one year. Spirits, 
as well as wines, are very cheap — the former from 
3^. 6(2. to 5^. per gallon, and the latter from lOs. to 
20^. per dozen. Teas also, imported from England, 
duty free, may be had for about Ss. per lb. The 
population consists of about forty thousand, though 
the great influx of British residents are no doubt 
considerably increased of late. 

The natives are naturally of a robust hardy race. 
The cultivation of their land, and of collecting the 
vraic or sea-weed, at stated times of the year, is 
their principal source of employment. The market- 
place is weU adapted and supplied with every kind of 
rich provisions. Fowls and game ^e imported from 
France in great abundance. The Royal-square, in 
which the Governor has public o$ces, is a fine 
well-built place, and forms an excellent parade. 
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Here, too, is also situate their Parliament-house, 
and the Cohue Royale, or Royal Court. 

During the American war, Jersey was inva- 
ded hy the French. The first attempt was made 
in 1779. About six thousand men embarked in 
flat-bottomed boats, and endeavoured to land in 
the Bay of St. Owen, on the 1st of May, sup- 
ported by five frigates, and other armed vessels ; 
but having met a vigourous resistance, they were 
compelled to retire, without having landed a single 
man. Another attempt was resolved on, the 
troops and seamen were desirous of retrieving their 
honour, but were sometime delayed by bad weather, 
and before another opportunity offered, the squad- 
ron designed to cover their descent, was attacked 
by Sir James Wallace, who drove them on shore 
on the coast of Normandy, silenced a battery, imder 
whose guns they had taken refuge, captured a frigate 
of thirty-four guns, burnt two other large frigates, 
and a considerable number of smaller vessels. 

The scheme though thus totally disconcerted, was 
resumed in 1781. The conduct of this expedition 
was given to Baron Rullecourt, a man of courage, 
bnt violent in his disposition, and deficient in pru* 
dence requisite for bringing such an enf erprize to a 
successful issue ; his force consisted of two thousand 
men, with whom he embarked in very tempestuous 
weather, hoping that he might thus be able to sur- 
prise the garrison. Many of his transports were 
dispersed, and he himsblf with the raziainder obliged 
to take shelter jn some Island in the neighbours- 
hood. As soon as thd weather grew calm, he landed 

c 
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in a daik night, at OrouTille, where he made pri- 
soners of a party of militia. Hence he proceeded 
with the utmost expedition to St. HeUers : his arrival 
was so unexpected, that he seized on a party of 
men who guarded it, together with the command- 
ing officer and magistrates. Rullecourt then drew 
up a recapitulation, the terms of which were, that 
the Island should be instantly surrendered to the 
French, and the garrison sent to England ; threat- 
ening the town with immediate destruction in case 
of refusal. This point gained, he summoned Eliza* 
beth Castle to surrender ; to this a peremptory re- 
fusal was given, and followed by such a vigourous 
discharge of artillery, that he was obUged to retire 
into the town. In the meantime the British troops 
began to assemble, under the command of Major 
Pierson, who on being required to submit, repliedi 
that if the French did not within twenty minutes 
lay down their arms he would attack them. — 
This being refased, an attack was made with 
such impetuosity, that the French were totally 
routed in less than half an hour, and driven into the 
market place, where they endeavoured to make a 
stand. Their commander, exasperated at this un*- 
expected change, endeavoured to wreak his ven* 
geance on the captive Gk)vemor (Corbet) , whom he 
obliged to stand by his side during the conflict ; 
this was quickly over, the French were broken on 
all sides, the Baron himself mortally wounded, 
the next in command obliged to surrender, and the 
whole party made prisoners of war, while the cap- 
tive Governor escaped without a wound. This put 
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an end to all hopes of the French ministry being 
able to rednce the Island ; eight hundred troops 
having landed at that time, of which not one 
escaped. A monument was erected at the public 
expence in the church of St. Helier, to the memory 
of Major Pierson, to whom the deliverance of the 
Island was owing, but who fell in the moment of 
victory, when only twenty-four years of age. 

All the landing places and creeks about Jersey 
are now fortified with batteries and watch-houses 
erected on the head-lands ; these are round towerS 
with embrasures for small cannon, and loop holes 
for musketry, the entrance into which is by means 
of a ladder, afterwards drawn up. The fort also 
at St. Helier affords additional security, garrisoned 
by British soldiers ; besides these there are several 
native regiments of infantry and artillery, and 
numerous companies of boys, who at the age of 
fourteen are sent to the drill sheds. 

The language of the pulpit and the bar is French, 
which is most generally spoken, though the English 
is now almost proverbially used in the upper classes 
of society. 

La Hogue Bie, or Prince's Tower, a place of re- 
treat in the summer months is situate in the centre 
of the Island, from which the whole may be 
seen. When the apple and other blossoms are in 
full bloom, it presents a most picturesque and de- 
lightful appearance ; its pleasure grounds and shady 
bowers afford a retreat scarcely equalled. An old 
and generally received opinion is told of this tower, 
that a fair maiden on the opposite coast of Nor- 
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mandy, having lost her lover, whilst on a visit to 
Jersey, she had his remains interred at La Hogue 
Bie, over whose grave she erected a most stupend- 
ous mound of earth, in order that whilst she was 
passing her secluded moments on a distant and op- 
posite shore, she might behold the place of her 
lover's last home. On this moimd was afterwards 
erected Prince's Tower, now so much frequented 
and admired. 

Of the other Islands, Aldemey and Sere, little 
can be added, inasmuch as they follow their neigh- 
bours in almost every respect, and are governed by 
similar laws, each having separate jurisdictions. 
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CHAPTER II. 



CIVIL LAWS. 

The King's writ or process from the Courts of 
Westminster have (according to the dictum of the 
Jurats and rulers of these Islands,) no force or 
effect whatever, hut a commission has ; and if a 
writ of Habeas Corpus were to issue, directed to 
the authorities, or even a subpoena from out of his 
Majesty's High Court of Chancery, they reply, nulla 
jurisdictione. 

AU causes are determined by the Bailiff and 
Jurats, but an appeal in cases above forty pounds 
lies to the King and Council ; this harrassing plan 
is scarcely ever adopted, except by the affluent and 
rich, who alone are able to furnish the required 
securities. 

The following extract is taken from a periodical 
work, styled " The Modem Jurist ," and published 
in London in 1831. 

" The Island of Jersey may be said to form the 
very citadel of abuse, and to constitute a mass of 
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misrule almost beyond imagination. Inseparably 
a portion of the British Isles, their institutions pre- 
sent a singular contrast to the wisdom which gave 
birth to those of the Mother Country, however these 
again may since have become perverted by the rust 
of ages; but when looked into, it will be found 
that the state of this Island especially, is a subject 
calling for enquiry, and at once treated it as a part 
of the county of Hants. The upright and respect- 
able portion of these localities, are already anxi- 
ous for a closer identification with British inter- 
ests. 

** The importance of the state of these Islands, as 
at present constituted, is sufficiently obvious, since 
Hiey are the notorious veMcles for the introduction 
of contraband goods into this country ; a sort of 
midway or connecting link for all the purposes of 
fiscal elusion, and their rulers the open encouragers 
and protectors of those engaged in it. 

^' It -would seem almost unaccountable that the 
supineness of the British government should have 
tolerated such a system of glaring wrong and to 
rest on ' Royal Charters/ 

" The time has now arrived when this species of 
justification must yield to the higher claims of na- 
tional right. But as regards the Charters in sup- 
port of the pretended right of distinct legislation, 
it will be easy to shew that they furnish no title ; 
that the conditions of them have been openly vio- 
lated, though at first made subject to our orders in 
Council, and the paramount rights of British Acts 
of ParliameniJ 
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Of the several parishes in Jeri^eyi each elects an 
officer, Le Connetable, or Chef de Police^ who x^ 
presents the parishioners for seven years, in a meet- 
ing of the States, as a Memher of Parliament for 
a county or borough in England would his con- 
stituents. 

Twelve Judges or Jurats equal in number to the 
Constables are also elected for life ; but not accord- 
ing to the Charter of King John. '^ Duodecim corO" 
natores jurata ad placita et jura ad coronam spec^ 
tantia custotienda, electi de indigenis insularum 
per ministros domini regis et optimates patria.** The 
Commissioners in 1811, when sent to Jersey, to 
inquire into the then method of electing Jurats, in 
their report to the Crown, stated their belief Hiat 
by the words " optimates patrue/^ it was not in- 
tended to admit all persons to vote in the choice of 
a Jurat; notwithstanding which and the recom- 
mendation, ^^ that the he$t safeguard for their ewist- 
ing privileges would be found in the temperate imd 
moderate use of them;'' they still persevere to take 
the suffrages of all indiscriminately. 

The States or Parliament, composed not only of 
the Constables and the Jurats, but of the Governor, 
or his lieutenant, the Bailiff, or his lieutenant, 
&e JOecm and Clergy, the two Crown Officers, the 
Procureur, and Avocat du Boi, meet according 
to codgencies accruing in the Island, where cm the 
enactment of any new law they display the most 
jandng principles of party spirit: the following wiU 
suffice for an example. 

At a meeting of tiie States, 3iA February, 1824, 



40 

the President communicated the receipt of the fol- 
lowing order in Council. 

"< Council Office, Whitehall, 23rd Decemher, 1823. 

" Sir, — ^The Right Honourable the Lords of the 
Council having had under consideration a petition 
of Philip Bertram, Harbour Master, of Port Or- 
gueil, in the Island of Jersey, complaining of his 
having been nominated Harbour Master of the said 
Port from May, 1823, till the end of the year only, 
instead of three years according to law. 

'^ I have it in command from their Lordships to 
transmit to you a copy of the petition to be laid 
before the States of the Island, for their^answer in 
writing forthwith, and that the said States do sus- 
pend all proceedings in this matter. 

** Geevillb." 

r 

The States met the 3rd February following, and 
one of its members proposed Mr. Baudain to fill the 
situation in the room of Mr. Bertram, when there 
appeared in opposition to the express commands 
of the order in Council, for Mr. Baudain 16, against 
him 11. 

The President refused to sanction this bare-faced 
proceeding, and annexed his dissent at the bottom 
of the document to be sent as an answer to the King 
in Council, remarking to his learned Coadjutors 
and Senators, that by the adoption of such a mon- 
strous open act of disobedience, they had not only 
violated a positive law, but aimed a blow at the 
Eoyal Prerogative, by electing Mr. Baudain in- 
stead of Mn Bertram. 
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On a former debate upon this very election, a 
Jurat proposed that Mr. Bertram be re-elected 
Harbour Master for three years, whilst another by 
way of amendment, proposed '^ that he be elected 
for the remainder of the year only.'' This amend- 
ment was carried by a majority of three, the above 
Jurat having actually voted against his own motion. 

Beside the Lieutenant-Bailiff, the Jurats, the 
Attorney and Solicitor-General, there is a Vicomte 
or Sheriff, the Deputy- Vicomte, the Greffier, or 
Gustos Rotolorum, six Barristers or Advocates, two 
Denonciateurs, or Sheriffs' GfEicers, Le Huissier, or 
Cryer of the Court, twenty-two Ecrivans de la 
Cour (or Attorneys), and eleven Notaries; Les 
Officiers du Connetable, or petty Constable ; and 
lastly the Centeniers and Vingtetoiers ; the former 
are Assessors and Rate-gatherers, and the latter, 
a species of Peace Officer, with various other occu- 
pations. 

Each parish is divided into Vingtaines, consist- 
ing of a certain number of families. By the direc* 
tion of the Constable, the Vingteniers (six in each 
parish), warn all those who bear arms for exer- 
cise or duty ; they summon the Vingtaines^o^per- 
fonn their part towards repairing the public works, 
&c. which serve as a defence to the Island. 

The Royal Court is of a two-fold nature, being 
sometimes formed by the lieutenant-Bsdlly andjtwo 
Jurats, (called the inferior number j) and at other 
times, by the lieutenant-Bailly and all the Jurats, 
who are styled the Corps du Cour^ or fuU Bench. 
From the inferior number, appeals lie to the full 
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Bench, and froax thence to his Majesty in Council. 
— ^Two terms of law only are known in Jersey, 
and not four as in England ; the first opens on 
the first Saturday after the 11th of April, and 
closes the 5th of July ; the second on the firot Satur- 
day after the 11th of September, and closes on the 
5th of December aimually. 

The Courts of Law are four : La Caur d^heriiage^ 
la Caur de Catelj la Cour du Billet^ and la Caur 
du Bamedu 

The first of these admits of no cause but of an 
hereditary nature, such as partitions of estates, 
&c. ; the opening of this Court is accompanied 
with much formality. The Governor, the Bailly, 
and the Jurats, enter the Royal Court, with the 
mace preceding them, surrounded by a guard, 
anned with pertusians. All gentlemrai holding 
feifs of the Crown, by service, &c«, attend and 
answer to their names. The Advocates renew their 
oaths; Uie Prevots, or Constables also attend, 
and render an account of all esdieats and for- 
feitures to the Crown. 

La Caur de Catel^ decides disputes about chat- 
tels, moveables, and arrears of rents, but the great 
business of this Court is the adjudication of decrees. 

La Caur du BiUetj is an extraordinary Court, 
established when decrees grew so numerous, and 
took up so much time, as hardly to leave room 
for other business, whereon matters of less moment, 
such as arrests, distraints, &c. were removed to 
Court. 

ha Cbur du BmneM^ or Saturday Court, is ano- 
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th^ extraordmary Court, and properly a branch 
of La Cour du Billet. In term time, it is appointed 
principally for the King's Causes, and in vacation 
for matters relating to navigation, breaches of the 
peace, and other weekly occurrences. 

In eriminal cases only, the inhabitants hav>e the 
benefit of Trial by Jury, called la petite enquette, 
from which an appeal lies to la giande enquette, or 
foil number; consisting of twenty-four persons. 
The punishment generally for forgery, burglary, &c. 
is the pillory and banishment /rom the Island to 
Englandy of which they make a sort of Botany Bay. 

The Ordre Provisoire, or Writ of Arrest, may 
be obtained on payment of two shillings and six- 
pence, and for the arrest, ten shillings, whereon a 
party is held to bail, for debts £K)m two shillings 
to any amount upwards. This document may be 
had and kept for general use on delivery of it 
to an officer, and proves a ready instrument for 
immediate arrest. La caution or bail is in general 
easily procured. 

Connected with arrests, two things are held in 
great odium in the Island, viz. rent may be sued 
for before it becomes due, as well as bills or notes 
of hand, on which security may be demanded as 
soon as given, and for want of it, imprisonment 
generally follows. The ^eatest cruelty in the laws 
e[ Jersey, is, that whidi admits of arrest for debts 
contracted out of the Island, or in the United States 
of America, France, and other countries, wh^e it 
is impossible for the party to bring his testimony 
to bear, even should t&e debt foe satisfied: con- 
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trary to an acknowledged law contained in their 
Qrand Costumier^ or Common Law Book, which 
prescribes that '* totite chose quiest propose en cour 
sans temoinSf est jugie pour vaine.** So that no man 
can be deprived of a single shilling without first, 
a formal averment, and then a strict proof by two 
witnesses. See, however, the violation of this law, 
in the case of Lean v. Robinson, the latter a widow, 
who was convicted and imprisoned on the oath of 
the party alone. 

The iniquitous practise of renouncing by debtors 
is equally dangerous and absurd, by which the cre- 
ditors are debarred an equal share in the insolvent's 
estate, and where persons, ex patriable^ having no 
real property in the Island, cannot take advan- 
tage of this method of decree, but must remain in 
prison at the will of his creditor. In the Island of 
Guernsey, this practise of renouncing has been im- 
proved, by an order in Council, dated 20th of 
December, 1825. 

The law of real property is also widely different 
to that in England. In these Islands two registries 
are kept by the Greffier of all contracts and bar- 
gains : the one of such sales and giving to rent, as 
are to be read at the pleas of inheritance, to secure 
the purchaser after a year and a day, from retreat 
by the next of kin ; the other for the registering all 
other contracts enrolled within two months. Debts 
under private signature are not enrolled until they 
have been acknowledged before the Bailiff or his 
Lieutenant and two Jurats : if the debtor renounce 
to his estate, a contract enrolled has the prefer* 
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ence, but most commonly in conveyance of land, 
whether by way of absolute sale or giving for 
ever to rent, the grantor does not sign or seal the 
deed himself, but goes before two or more of the 
Jurats, and there acknowledges it to be his act and 
deed, which is termed mirme or minute, and that 
being done, it is registered at the next Seal-day — 
the same may be done in respect to any other deed. 
Such also is the custom whether it be obligations 
for payment of money, or a lease of a house, &c. 

Giving to rent is meant, where a person having 
property to dispose of, sells it to another, to hold 
to him and his heirs, paying yearly so many quar- 
ters or bushels of wheat rent as they can agree for. 
So also he that has occasion to take up money on 
his estate, seUs so many quarters, and charges it 
with the payment of them. Wheat is the most 
common species, on which the price of a quarter of 
rent is taken, so that he who sells or mortgages, 
disposes of his freehold either whole or in part, does 
so at the price of so many quarters of wheat rent. 
If the amount be not paid when due, the property 
may be seized, as well as any other inheritance 
from whom the rent is payable, and by an action in 
the Court of Heritage he may be compelled either 
to pay or renounce to all his inheritance. 

The ordinances of the Court go so far as to im- 
pose fines, not only upon those who commit waste, 
such as pulling down buildings or felling timber, 
but even such as claim under him. Confessions of 
rent are ordinarily made in open Court, but some- 
times by agreement before two Jurats ; no <x)nfes- 
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BionB, without the writings produced, are allowed to 
charge an estate for the time past, unless where 
the King or the Church are concerned. 

When a creditor can find no personal estate to 
answer, he may, instead of taking the debtor's body, 
lay his debt on the inheritance ; but the proper 
officer, taking some person of credit to be witness, 
must, for three successive days, repair to the place 
where the estate lies, and see if he can there find 
any personalty to answer the debt. No such be- 
ing found, and a certificate proved, permission is 
granted to the creditor to enter upon the inheri- 
tance, of which the King's Prevot is to give him 
possession, when an overseer is aj^inted in the 
letting out at a rent to the highest bidder for one, 
two or three years. If the debt be too great to be 
paid in this way, the creditor may then seek his fur- 
ther remedy at the pleas of inheritance, and there 
require the debtor either to pay him his money or 
renounce to his inheritance. If that be done either 
by the debtor, or the King's Prevot becoming party 
for him, the creditor who, by his seizure, had be- 
fore only an estate mobiliere^ has now obtained an 
estate hereditable. Yet if there be any other cre- 
ditor besides him, that is thus seized, he may have 
an action against him for his debt, (which is called 
opposer droit J J if the debt appear to be subsequent 
to his that is seized, those who make such demand, 
must either pay what is due to him, and take the 
land in satisfaction, or else they must lose what 
they claim, and leave the quiet possession to him 
that is seized ; but if the debts appear precedent 
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to his, who is seized, then must he either pay such 
debt with the charges, or resign what he abeady 
has and lose the debt, accounting for the profits 
from the time that the other creditor made his 
demand and brought his action. 

What profits were received before that action is 
all that will remain to him that was first seized, to- 
wards the payment of his debt ; when he that has 
seized, has either satisfied the demands of all cre- 
ditors, or brought them to renounce to their claimSi 
then is he proprietaire inconmmtible ; that is, no one 
can take it out of his hands, and then he is to be 
approprie de son acquets and is in the same state as 
a purchaser, who is freed /rom all retraite^ the term 
aUowed by the law to the next of kin to retrieve 
being past ; for till then, no purchaser can be called 
proprietaire incommutible. 

Renounciations are of two sorts : one of inheri- 
tance, the other of moveables and inheritance toge- 
ther, more commonly called cession ; both of which 
are a sort of bankruptcy. By this cession the in- 
solvent is released from his embarrassment, but then 
he must take an oath, that he will deliver all his 
property (his clothes, bed, &c. excepted) to his cre- 
ditors, and that if it shall please Grod to enable 
him, he will justly pay all his debts, and according 
to custom, come into open Court, and pull off there 
his girdle, and lay it down on the table, and put 
on a green hat. 

Cession is perfonned in the Mobiliary Courts, 
but he that does it there, must bind hunself to con* 
firm it in the next Court of Heritagei d* which if 
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he make default, after three citations, the King's 
Prevot is to take it upon him, though in all hills of 
sale, or taking of inheritance to rent, men hind 
themselves and their heirs upon all their moveable 
and immoveable estate ; yet it is in the creditor's 
choice, and may, if he will, have recourse only to 
the estate of inheritance without meddling with the 
personalty. This is what is most properly called 
renouncing, and in this case, the creditor having 
made his choice, can have no remedy against the 
personalty for the same debt. 

Selling of estates by decree is, where a man 
finds himself overcharged with debts, he petitions 
the Court, that two Jurats may be appointed to 
take an account of his real and personal estate, 
and to receive from him upon oath, a list of all his 
debts, so that the Jurats may judge whether the 
estate will bear a decree. If it be so adjudged, the 
debtor is then to present to them an abienneury who, 
being approved, is sworn faithfully to discharge 
his trust in the management of the estate; and 
from thenceforth all things relating thereto, are 
transacted by him. He, by permission of the 
Court, publishes for three successive Sundays, at 
the porch of every parish Church in the Island^ 
that all such persons as have a claim, are required 
to enter their demands, within forty days afler the 
last publication ; which being done, another pub- 
lication is in like manner made for three succes- 
sive Sundays*, that on a given day, the estate under 
decree, will be given to rent, before two Jurats, 
to the highest bidder. 



49 



The law of the Island, aa to real property, has 
80 provided for the disposal of all estates, that no 
man can by will, deed, or otherwise, give to any of 
his children a greater or less share, or proportion. 
By deed of gift, he may dispose of one-third, but 
then it must not be to one, who claims a part by 
succession, as it will be liable to bear its propor- 
tion of the donor's debts. The widow, after the 
death of her husband, enjoys for her life the profits 
of aU she brought, and has also in dower the third 
of all her husband's estate ; that is, the third part 
of whatever lands or inheritance, goods, or chattels 
he possessed at the time of their marriage ; the 
third of all estates purchased by him during cover- 
ture, or coming to him by deed of gift, or descent 
from any kindred of a collateral line ; the third of 
whatsoever estate was to descend to him from any 
ancestor in the direct line, as if that ancestor had 
died before the day of marriage, he would have 
been seized or possessed; and so the husband, 
while his father is yet alive, the widow shall at the 
father's death, have in dower, one-third of whatso- 
ever the father was possessed, while his son, her 
husband lived, and was to descend to that son; 
but not the third of what the father purchased after 
his son's death ; nor shall she have any part of the 
personalty of her husband's father surviving ^ him. 
At the death of the widow, if there be no children, 
the dowry falls to his proper heirs. If the widow 
find his personal estate encumbered, she may within 
forty days after his decease, come into open Court 
and publicly renounce to die third of his personalty. 

D 
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To avoid exposure, it is practised, that the widow 
has hy private contract, before two Jurats, passed 
her third of the personal estate to the heirs, who 
have cov^ianted to let her have her paraphernalia, 
and acquit her of all the debts : but if the whole 
estate fall short of clearing them, such contract 
would not serve the widow to plead against the 
creditors, but she would still be liable; but if 
she renounce, then is she freed. Formerly she 
lost the third of all estates purchased by her 
husband, during coverture, and the, profits of. such 
estates as had been purchased for both their lives; 
but notwithstanding a renunciation, she is entitled 
to her prtBter dolem, or provision de la robUe ; these 
were anciently such jewels, clothes, &c., as were 
at the time of her marriage reserved to her, and an 
inventory having, at that time, been made and 
signed by the husband. In the present day, the 
widow is also allowed a bed, linen, and all other 
household stuff, not exceeding a third. 

The eldest son is, after his father's death, to give 
evidence of the whole estate and debts wh^ewith it 
is charged, by which the youngest sons, or else the 
daughters, are to make out bills of partage, accord- 
ing to their number, and out of these, the sons 
choose their share according to seniority. 

The females in the collateral succession have no 
share in the patrimonial estate, but they have of 
that purchased, together with the personalty, which 
always goes to the next and nearest oi kin. The 
sister being preferred, befxe the son of the faro- 
ther, but yet in equal degrees of {Hoxxmity ; so 
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also the males and their descendants before the 
females and their descendants, and the kindred on 
the father's side before those of the mother in 
parity of degree ; the brother of the half-blood has 
equal share with the brother of the whole-blood, 
and the sister of the half-blood with that of the 
whole-blood, and the brother of the half-blood before 
the sister of the whole-blood, contrary to the rule, 
patema patemis, matema matemis. 

In estates which descend in a collateral line, the 
eldest brother has no preference before the other 
brothers, unless there be a noble fief; and that he 
may take to himself, and leave the rest to be put in 
partage. In the collateral descent, patrimonial 
estates are divided per stirpes ; purchased estates 
pn capita. By patrimonial estates is meant, such 
as are called propre ; by purchased estates, acqiiet 
or couquet, which are taken indifferently for the 
same thing ; although, strictly speaking, coiiquet is 
such an estate as is purchased by a man after mar- 
riage ; acqiiet, such as is purchased before mar- 
riage. But if he sell any part of his patrimonial 
estate, and purchase another, the one purchased is 
not to be accounted acquet, or couquet, till all the 
propre is made good ; after which, the remainder 
will be acqAet, or couquet ; and such estate in the 
hands of the father will come to be propre when it 
descends to the sons. 

Retreat of Inheritance is, where a man sells, or 
in any way alienates, his inheritance, (except by 
giving to rent at full value) ; the next of kin, and 
(upon his neglect or refusal), the next after, and so 
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on to the seventh degree, may, at any time ?rithin 
ten years, redeem the inheritance by paying the 
iiill sum it sold for, with all incidental charges. 
This is similar to the English method of mortgage, 
although such great latitude is not given to redeem 
an estate ; this right of retreating is regulated by 
the same rules as. to the degrees of kindred and 
succession. 

Of the general law of succession, it may be 
added, that in collateral degrees, the nearest of kin 
takes place ; first the brother or sister before the 
nephew or niece ; this is so in estates of inheri- 
tance purchased, but not patrimonial, where the 
representation is both of sex and degree. The 
partage of patrimonial estates some have thought, 
should be per stirpes^ and not per capita^ as in estates 
of purchase. Exempli Gratia — ^Abraham has three 
sons and two daughters, say, Bamaby, Charles 
and Daniel; Elizabeth and Frances. Bamaby, 
besides his portion of his father's heritage, pur- 
chased other estates and leaves no issue. Charles 
has a son, George. Daniel a son, Henry, and 
Henry has two sons, John and Lawrence. — 
Charles, Daniel, and Henry die, and last Bar- 
naby. George, John and Lawrence shall succeed 
to the estate which descended from Abraham to 
Barnaby, to be divided per stirpes : Elizabeth and 
Frances shall succeed to the estate purchased by 
Bamaby, to be divided per capita ; this must be, 
because Elizabeth and Frances are nearer of kin 
to Bamaby, their brother, than the nephews 
George, John and Lawrence, for else, the sisters have 
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no share in acquets, when there is a brother living, 
— If a son die without issue, his inheritance (by 
this must be understood, acqiiet of inheritance, for 
he can have none else from his father, whilst he is 
alive, and if it come from his mother, it must go to 
her next kindred), shall not escheat to his father or 
grandfather, but to his uncle, the brother of his 
father. If that uncle has no issue, it may from him 
escheat to his brother, the father of the first pos- 
sessor. The acquets will go to the brother or 
sister of the half-blood ; by tiie father only, equally 
with the brother and sister of the whole-blood ; fmd 
if there be a sister of the whole-blood, yet all the 
acqiiets shall escheat to the brother of the half- 
blood. The sisters have no share with the brothers 
in escheats, or estates which descend in a collateral 
line, but if the sister be dead, her children cannot 
claim ; representation of sex has place, but not of 
degree. 
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CHAPTER III 



THS JUEATS OF THB BOYAI^ COUBT AND THBIR 

DECISIONS. 

King v. the chief Officer of 8t. Owen. 

This was an action by the King's Procureuj: for the 
payment of £45, the assessment on the above 
parish for the proportion due to the Governors of 
the hospital for the maintenance of the poor.— - 
The Court after hearing the case, ordered the de- 
fendant to find bail or go to prison, which ended 
in the latter. 

The imprisonment of Mr. Arthur on this occa- 
sion created great interest throughout the whole 
Island, as an appeal had been refused. 

'* At the Court of St. James, 26th March, 1729. 
it is ordered, that in all cases the Courts of Jersey 
sludl proceed in a legal manner to hear, determine, 
and give judgment accordingly in all matters, with 
liberty to either party who shall demand the same, 
to appeal therefirom, and that this should be a 
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general standing order to be observed, not only in 
this case, but in all cases for the future ; and the 
Bailiff and Jurats of His Majesty's Royal Court of 
Jersey, and all others whom it may concern, are to 
pay a strict regard to His Majesty's pleasure here- 
by specified, and not presume in any case whaterer 
to deviate therefrom. 

** Southwell." 

The facts of the case arose out of a parish 
squabble, one party insisting on making a rate, 
which the other party had, by an Act of the Royal 
Cojurt, procured, to be STispended as partial and 
unjust, and intended to produce an undue ii^u* 
ence at an dection for Constable, or Chef de Police^ 
which situation Mr. Arthur then filled. Thus foiled, 
recourse was had to a loan, on the credit of the 
poor rates ; which loan was opposed, but being 
afterwards sanctioned by the Corps du CouTy or full 
bench, the opposite party insisted with more . smc-* 
cess than previously, to appeal to his iMajesty in 
Council. 

The evil which exists in Jersey, not only in this, 
but in almost all civil cases before the Royal Court, 
is, that judgment can be deferred to almost an in^ 
definite period; for six years ago this very suit was* 
first instituted. Two gross absurdities are spfia- 
rent: — that the Royal Court having sanctioned a 
suspension of the rate, shotild not mky deprive Mr. 
Arthur the meaw of rsosing and levying it ; but, 
contrary to law, refuse an appeal from their 
skm, and confine bim ini pneeoiK. 
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The Committee of management for the hospital, 
having assembled, Mr. Ardiur (addressing himself 
to Judge Pipon, the President), demanded if there 
was any Act of the Committee which sanctioned 
Mr. Le Breton, the Procureur du Boi, to sue and 
arrest him for the amount due from his parish to 
the hospital. Judge Pipon remarked, there was no 
Act of the Committee, by which the King's Pro- 
cureur was charged to institute proceedings against 
him. Another learned Judge, Mr. D'Auvranche 
stated, that although there was no eaqpress Act of 
the Committee, yet he understood the President was 
engaged to charge the King's Procureur to institute 
this suit. 

The parties again repaired to their Cohue Royale, 
when the following learned decision was given :-— ^ 

'^ It having appeared that the Chef du Police is 
deprived the means of supplying the poor, the 
Court is of opinion, in order to put Mr. Arthur in 
a situation to do so, that the judgment of the in- 
ferior number be reversed, and that he be directed 
immediately to levy the rate, rectified at the parish 
meeting ; and which was afterwards suspended by 
an Act of the inferior number upon the remon- 
strance of Mr. Du Heaume, which remonstrance 
has not been prosecuted.^ 
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Mr. Du Heaume is the partizan of one party of 
the Judges, [for they are all politicians, law-makers 
and administrators] , and Mr. Arthur of the other. 
In the following month, this judgment is opposed 
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by another remonstrance, with tUttyAwo others, 
presented to the King's Advocate, when these m* 
lightened body of Jurats again ordered the suspen-^ 
sion of the rate. 

The King v. Michael Bevin. 

The defendant was called on to answer the com- 
plaint of Mr. Sheriff Gk>dfray,''' for having in- 
sulted him, whilst performing his duty, and amongst 
other expressions, he had called him an impudent 
fellow. Counsel and evidence being heard, the 
Court was about to give judgment, and Mr. Sheriff 
Godfray began interrupting it by making some ob- 
servations, when Judge NicoUe called Mr. Godfray 
un impudent^ or impudent feUow, for daring to in- 
terrupt the Court. To this Mr. Godfray replied, 
that after that, he could not cond^nn tiie defen- 
dant, when both he and his Judge were on the 
same footing. [Where would Mr. Godfray have 
been before an English Judge ?] 

Le Breton^ Jun. v. the Constable of 8t. Helier. 

Full Court. — ^The Court had given a singular 
judgment in this case in the year 1 823, when Mr. 
Le Breton claimed the right of licensing Innkeepers 
on the Manor or Fief of La Motte. The decision 
was opposed, and the affair brought before a fiill 

. * This individiial is cm a like footing with a Sheriff's Officei in £ng» 
land, only that he has a seat in the meeting of their Parliaments and 
States. 
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Cottrt. Mr. Anley (a Jurat) required time to con- 
aider his judgment» stating that those who had a 
knowledge of the manner of licensing Innkeepers 
should he convened. 

Mr. Le Breton demanded an Appeal to His Ma- 
jesty in CouBcily hut *' vn appet enfinde cause sen- 
lement" was granted. He then declared he woidd 
appear hefore the Council as Doleant, but after- 
wards relinquished it. 

On the 19th November following, evidence was 
adduced, and the cause again came on before the 
fiilL Court, when just as it was about giving its de* 
dsion, a remonstrance of the above Constable of 
St. Helier, (a political opponent of Mr. Le Breton) 
demanded, to annid aU the proceedings in the 
suit, seeing that it had adjudged the resending 
the cause to the inferior number in his absence. 
Judge Nicoll^ required time to consider ; at length 
the Court divided — ^to reject the remonstrance and 
proceed, 3 ; to admit it, 5. 

Thus, said the King's Advocate^ it is admitted in 
principle, that one party can continue a proceeding 
up to the moment a cause is ready for trial, when 
it is demanded to begin de novo, and adjourn ad 
infinitum. 

Bertram v. Mallett. 

Mr. Charles Bertram,^ the plaintiff, actiMted the 
defendant to withdraw a levy made on his property 
for the sum of 900 livres (about £40,) being the 
amount of the following bill ; 
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'' I, the uBdeFsi^»€id^ Charles Bertram, promise 
to pay, Mr. John MaUett, the sum 'of 900 Uvrea 
(cours de France), in case Mr. George Bertram 
should obtain forty legal votes in the Parish of 
GrouviUe at the ne^ct election for a Juratl 

^' Chabiois Bkrtbam. 
*• WUnesa--^?. Perrot, 

P. HeUier." 

The following counter document was put in and 
read. 

*' I, the undersigned, John Mallett, promise to 
pay Mr. Charles Bertram, the sum of 240 livres. 
(cours de France), in case Mr. George Bertram 
should not obtain forty legal votes in the Parish of 
Grouville, at the next election for a Jurat. 

" John Mallbtt. 
*' Witness — P. Perrot, 

P. Hellier." 

Mr. Bertram's^ Counsel stated, he had two points; 
to submit to the Court in opposition to the levy* 
made on his client ; first, that he had received no 
value in e;Kchange for the bill, and secondly, that 
the bill itself piroved that nothing had been reiim** 
hursed ; to prove this, he read extracts from: Bmm's 
JusMpe^, as alsa F^rnere-t (an ancient wxDrk (m the 

> 

laws of France),, and added that the RJsman Items 
were not less contrary to< it. 

For the defendant it was contended, there was vm 
law, in Jersey to prevent the levy ; that Acts of 
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Partiament m England preventing wagers were of 
no force^ unless registered in the Island. 

Judge D'Auvranche, in delivering his opinion, 
said, *^ that he did not wish to encourage such steps ^ 
hut as there was no law to render them unlawful, he 
should vote for the levy being made in favor of Mr. 
Mallett. Judge De St. . Croix was of the [same 
opinion. Judge Anley said, '* having examined the 
question and found there was no existing law to 
prevent this wager, he should vote, also, for the 
levy in favor of Mr. Mallett.'' 

Judges De St. Owen, De Cateret, Rpon, Benest 
and another were for overruling the levy; on a 
division, there finally appeared in favor of Mr. Ber- 
tram a majority of two, when securities were fur- 
nished by Mr. Mallett to appeal to the King in 
Council. 

A month afterwards, in the same cause, Judge 
Pipon announced, that having reflected on the 
judgment he had given, he demanded a suspension 
of the enrolment of the act of the Court ; and should 
retract his opinion then given in favor of Mr, Ber- 
tram, and place it in favor of Mr. Mallett. 

Judge Anley, also, with a volume of Blackstone 
in his hand, quoted the English Statutes on the 
illegality of wagers ;*" the law being positive, he 
should change his opinion, and instead of voting 
^or Mr. Mallett, he should now vote for Mr. Ber- 
tram. Judge De St. Croix made a similar change, 
and voted for Mr. Bertram. 

* By a>te decision ofthe Master of the Rolls, in the case Dn Heanine 
V. St. Owen, he declared, tlua the Court ofJeney cannot make A new law. 
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Moism V. Quelin. 

This was an action brought by power of attorney 
to recover a sum of money due from the defendant. 
— ^The first objection taken by the defendant's 
Counsel was the competency of the Court ; the 
transaction having originated in France, where the 
defendant had become a bankrupt, the Courts of 
another country cot4d not interfere. 

For the defence, also, some French authorities 
were quoted; also Mayor's Notaries, and other 
certificates worthy of faith and credit, to shew that 
the bankrupt had regularly submitted to the laws of 
his country. 

The Royal Court paid no attention to these 
authenticated documents, and condemned the de- 
fendant in full with costs. 

The King v. Gallagan. 

The prisoner was brought up by the grande en- 
guete for trial, for having murdered his wife. — 
It appeared by the depositions of several wit- 
nesses, that they were amply sufficient to bring 
home the crime of murder to the prisoner, or why 
had he not procured s^ surgeon to state that her 
death was occasioned in some other way. 

The Lieutenant Bailly gave the usual charge to 
the Jury, who found the prisoner guilty of Man- 
slaughter, when the Eling's Procureur prayed the 
sentence of the Court, that he might stand in the 
pillory and be publicly whipped ; the Court thought 
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otherwise, and ordered him to be imprisoned three 
months, to be whipped, and banished the Island. 
One circmnstance connected with this prosecu- 
tion was notorious, that at the Coroner s inquest, 
it had been positively sworn, the prisoner was 
heard to say, " that if he could not settle her in one 
way, he would in another.** 

• 

The King v. Charles Le 8eur. 

The prisoner was brought to the bar, charged 
with the wilful murder of Henry M*Cabe, an half- 
pay officer. This gentleman, at the time of the 
murder, was an inmate in the house of the prisoner, 
who it appeared made his visits into the apartments 
of the deceased to 'Account for his having sold to 
another person, a bill on some Bankers in London, 
which he had promised to him ; whether the accu- 
sation was just did not appear, some altercation 
ensued, when the prisoner aimed a blow at the de- 
ceased between the eyes, which divided one of the 
principal arteries, and of which, on the following 
Monday, he died. 

The facts having been proved, the Jury brought 
in a verdict of Manslaughter, whereupon the Court 
merely sentenced him to four month's imprison-- 
ment, the remaining two of which, he Was admitted 
on the debtor's side of the prison. 

The King v. Koutanche. 

Before a St. John's Jury.-^The prisoner was 
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capitally indicted fo^having fired a gun, loaded with^ 
ball, at his nephew Edward Quere/ on the 3rd of 
September previous, and having wounded him seri- 
ously in the thigh. 

The fact of this man hkving repeatedly threatened 
to shoot his brother was generally known, and that 
he was seen waiting at the gate with a gun in his 
hand for that purpose*. It appeared by several 
witnessess, that the gun was fired by the prisoner 
to his nephewj when within twelve yards of him ; 
that the latter, whilst approaching the house^ and 
seeing the prisoner standing at the door with a gun 
presented, and hearing him call out. Who's there ? 
replied, It is I, uncle, do not fire at me ; that imme- 
diately the prisoner fired, and woimded him in the 
thigh. 

It further appeared there had been a misunder- 
standing between the prisoner and his brother the 
same day, and that he was heard to say, he would 
kill his rascal of a brother Henry. 

On the return of the Jury into Court, the lieu- 
tenant Bailly inquired if they were agreed, when 
the foreman replied, '' that the prisoner had fired the 
gun^ which inflicted the woundj in a moment of jpM- 
sion ; they were then asked, with what intent, whe- 
ther criminal or not, when they again retired, and 
soon afterwards found '^ that it was not^ with any 
criminal intention.^^ The prisoner was therefore 
acquitted. 

Lockwood V. Brown. 

The Boyal Court had summarily convicted the 



64 



defendant, and imprisoned him until he gave secu- 
rity for the payment of an annuity of £50 to the 
plaintiff, whom he married whilst his first and law- 
ful wife was then living in the Island. This circum- 
stance was known to the two present Crown Officers , 
who were both engaged in the suit. 

Cases of Bigamy, however, are very frequent in 
Jersey, and it is believed, that at this moment, there 
are some individuals residing there, who are 
married to the third female. Hie matter is man- 
aged in this way : — ^A man leaves his lawful wife in 
England, marries a second in Guernsey, quits that 
Island, and intermarries at Jersey, where he is safe, 
the one Island having no jurisdiction of offences 
committed in the other. 

The King v. Beaugie. 

In this case, the defendant was the son of a re- 
spectable family in Jersey, and in easy circum* 
stances ; he was indicted by an Act of the Royal 
Court for incest with his daughters-in-law. At the 
time of the committal of the offence, there was no 
law to meet it, but whether the party was criminal 
or not, it formed no excuse for the pillage which 
followed this man's conviction, which ran thus : 

" Ensuite de quoi le dit Thomas John Beaugie 
s'etant soumis a la Justice, la cour conformement 
aux conclusions du dit Sieur Procureur General du 
Roi a condamne le dit Thomas John Beaugie a 
subir un imprisonment^ de six moix, dont les der- 



65 



niers huit jours^ seront au pain et a I'eau, une 
amende, dd cinquante livrea sterling^ en vers le Roi, 
apres Texpiration du dit imprisonement il demeure 
banni de cette Isle pour le terme de cinq anSy avec 
de fense d'y retourner durant le dit terme, sm* line 
plufi grande peine. 

" Fras. Godfray, Greffier." 

Not a month elapsed, from the passing of this 
sentence, when the prisoner's goods and furniture 
were seized and sold by the direction of the Royal 
Court, to meet the fine, and the expence of the pro- 
secutiony which together amounted to £76. 

** Par le net produit de la vente de vos meubles 
suivante compte. Recu seize livres sterling, pour 
balance du compte ci dessus. 

" Pour Procureur du Roi, 

*' Jn. Mourant." 

The defendant presented a doleance to His Ma- 
jesty in Council at the time Lord Giflford was Pre- 
sident, complaining that credit had not been given 
for several items sold at the sale, who regretted, 
that as the law then stood^ there was no appeal from 
the decisions of the Law Courts in Jersey in crimi- 
nal matters. 

Gaudin v. Miller ^ a Chelsea Pensioner. 

This was a distress on the defendant's goods, as 
well as an arrest upon his person and pension, for 
rent before it became due. k 
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Island of Jersey. — Before one of the Magistratea^ 
of the Royal Court of the said Island, personally 
appeared James Miller, an Out-Pensioner, who on 
his oath saith, that on the 1 st day of April, 1 825, 
he applied to and took of the ahove Philip Gaudin, 
part of a dwelling house with ahout twenty perches 
of garden land until the Christmas following, at 
three pounds five shillings per annum. That in 
September last he was forbidden to interfere with 
the fruit in the garden, part of the premises in 
question. That on the 8th of October following^ 
his goods were seized for the year's rent, him- 
self arrested and imprisoned, and his pension- 
money of £4. 6s. also attached and detained. And 
this deponent saith, that during the last six weeks 
of his imprisonment he was confined to his bed af 
a fever, arising from the dampness and traherfthy 
state of the prison, which brought him into a most 
destitute state. That the Deputy Sheriflf seeing at 
length he was wrong in his action, peremptorily 
ordered him to quit the prison, accompanied with a 
threat, that if he did not go, he should be turned 
out. James Millbr. 

Sworn at St. Hewers, Jersey, before me, Thos. Prpow. 

Guernsey Royal Court. — ^Eliaabcth Robin was in- 
dicted for the wilful murder of her illegitimate child, 
of which she had lately been delivered. The Court, 
after investigating the circumstances, found the 
prisoner guilty, and condemned her to be exhibited 
in a cage ia the market-place two successive Satur- 
days, two hours each time, and to three month's 
confineu^ent in the common gaol. 
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CHAPTEIt IV, 



CUSTOMS. 

" Counctt Office, Whitehall. 

'' It is ordered by His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, 
&c., tliat * An Att for making perpetual s&oeral Laws 
relating to permitting the exportation of Tobacco^ be 
transmitted to the Royal Court of the Islands of 
Gktcrnsey, Jersey', Alderney, &c. And that the 
Governor, Bailiff and Jurats do give the necessary 
diredtions herein. 

The King v. Benest and others. 

The defendants were indicted for wilfiilly and 
violently assaulting Humphrey Oxenham, a Cus- 
tom-house Officer, whilst in the discharge of his 
duty, and attempting to make a seizure of a vessel 
laden with contraband goods. 

Th€ Kin^s Procureur, iii addressing^ the Court, 
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stated the facts of the case, and which were clearly 
proved. 

The King's Avocat du Roi (pleading for smug- 
glersj stated, that the case was not hrought home 
to the defendant Benest, and prayed an acquittal. 
The Chief Jurat having recapitulated the evidence, 
desired the Jury to withdraw and consider their 
verdict, when, after a quarter of an hour's deUber- 
ation, they returned and stated their opinion, ^' que 
les accuses etoient plutot innocens que coupahle^^* and 
were discharged accordingly. 

AT Qennis v. Cabot. 

The plaintiff in this case, had put his portmanteau 
on board the defendant's vessel, which, on his ar* 
riving at her port of destination (Plymouth), was 
found missing. The industry of the plaintiff on his 
return to Jersey enabled him to trace the contents 
of the portmanteau into the hands of the defendant 
who had offered them for sale, and he brought his 
action to recover the value. The witnesses having 
proved the plaintiff's case, 

The present King^s Advocate insisted that he was 
entitled to the amount proved in the portmanteau, 
£40, and £20 damages laid in the remonstrance, 
with costs. 

The defendant's Counsel thought the plaintiff must 
be nonsuited, as the goods were contraband by an 
Act of Parliament registered in the Island ; so that 
the shipping such goods rendered the vessel and the 
property liable to confiscation, and the action would 
not lie. 
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The King's Advocate was about to reply, but the 
Court thought it unnecessary, and gave the plaintiff 
a verdict with costs. 

Island of Jersey. — Before one of the magistrates 
of the Royal Court of the said Island, hereunder 
subscribed, personally appeared, Jeremiah M'Gen- 
nis, who, on his oath states, that in the month 
of October last, he agreed with the Captain of the 
cutter, George and Henry, of Jersey, to take charge 
of a quantity of India silk handkerchiefs, in pieces 
twenty-four^ with about thirty-two pounds of to- 
bacco ; that the same were safely packed in a port- 
manteau, and by his permission put on board; that 
the said Captain, notwithstanding his agreement 
with deponent, permitted the same to be tak^n, 
with its contents, from the vessel, without his per- 
mission ; that after much labour and search at 
the two principal silk warehouses, Messrs. Le 
Brock and Co. and De Gruchy, about the same, 
he found that the owner of the said vessel by 
name Cabot, had offered the sUks in question in 
barter for flour with the last-mentioned house. 
That on presenting a written representation of the 
whole transaction to His Majesty's Solicitor Gene- 
ral of the said Island, and to Mr. Hugh Godfray^ 
Sheriff or Denunciator thereof, the same was under- 
taken by them to commence an action against the 
above-named Cabot for the recovery thereof, for 
the price or sum of ten pounds, with this concUtibn, 
that if they did not recover the property or vsilue 
thereof, they would not seek any recompense from 
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flepon^at fpr the costs of the said suit. Aud this 
deponent further saith, that he was assured hy the 
father of the said Mr. Hugh Godfray, who also 
keeps a large silk and mercer's warehouse in the 
Island, that the property was safe and certain of 
being recovered, as no silks could be seized on 
shore. 

Jer. M'Gennis. 

Sworn, &c. before Taos. Pipov. 

The King v. Germain. 

The defendant was brought before the Court 
charged with having French cows in her possession. 
But on her asserting that one had been purchased 
fA the market, and the other of a neighbour, the 
Court stopped the case. 

The King's Prooureur thought the proof as to 
0(ne, admissible, but not so with the oth^, and de^ 
pianded the defendant to be condemned in the usual 
fine, but the Court, without a moment's hesitation, 
directed an acquittal. 

The following Act of Parliajnent, via,, 6 George 
IV. c. 114, registered in tke Boyri Coiiurt of Jer^ 
99y, on which the above vessel for having tobaoca 
on board, and on which Mr. Williams^ the Offiocar, 
went over to Jersey* run3 thus : 

< ' And be it further enacted. That the Master of 
ev^ ship bound from any of the Britiah Posses* 
sions abroad, or the Islands ^f Gwmsey, Jersey ^Sfc. 
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shall, before any goods be laden therein, delivw to 
the Collector of His Majesty's Customs, under his 
hand) the destination, country, tonnage and name 
of such ship, the name of the owners, &c. And he 
it further enacted^ That all Vessels and hoats, and 
all goods whatsoever, liahle to forfeiture, under this 
or any other Act, relating to the revenue of Cus- 
toms, shall and may he seized, in any place, either 
upon land or watery hy any Officer of His Majesty's 
Army, Navy, Customs, &c." 

Upon the faith of this Act, the Officer in ques- 
tion went to Jersey, and the following was thq 
result : 

< '* Southsea, 18th June, 1826. 

•* Sir, — ^When I visited Jersey, it was under 
the sanction of the Honourahle Board. I had in- 
formation of the open sale of contraband goods, and 
that I had an Act of Parliament making such goods 
liable to seizure. Under such circumstances it was 
natural to expect that I should be very successful, 
particularly as when I arrived at the Island, I had 
certain information as to where the goods were de^- 
posited, in six different places, to the amount qf 
many tkcusanda; I had even gone so far as to ar- 
range the different services^ so that several persons 
engaged with me should act simultaneously, that the 
business might be effected in the different places 
before the jalarm was given^ All was well so 
far ; but as no house could be violated without the 
presence and aid of the civil power, I applied to the 
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Governor, Sir Collin Halket, and received every 
attention from him. The Chief Magistrate was sent 
for, and the laws referred to, hy which I was told 
that theirCharters protected them against such visits, 
in short, nothing could he done, and my voyage 
was a fruitless one. 

** On particular enquiry I found that cases had 
occurred wherein the Revenue Officers had actually 
seen contraband goods landed on the Island, but 
that nothing could be done. 

** Sir, Yours, truly, 

" J. Williams, Comptroller. 

*<To J. Bowditcb, Esq. 2, Strand, London." 

3 and 4 William IV. c. 55. 

" An Act for the registering of British Vessels.'^ 

And be it- enacted, That no ship or vessel shall be 
registered, or having been registered, shaU be 
deemed to be duly registered by virtue of this Act, 
except such as are whoUy of the built of the United 
Kingdom, or of the Isle of Man^ or of the Islands of 
Guernsey or Jersey ^ or some of the colonies, planta- 
tions or territories in Asia, Africa or America, or 
of Malta, Gibraltar or Heligoland, which belong to 
His Majesty, his heirs or successors, at the time 
of the building such ship or vessel, or such ships 
or vessels as shall have been condemned in any 
Court of Admiralty as prizes of war, or such ships 
or vessels as shall have been condenmed in any 
compietent Court for the breach of the laws made 
for the prevention of the slave trade, and which 
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shall wholly belong^ and continue wholly to belong 
to His Majesty's subjects, duly entitled to be ow* 
ners^of ships or vessels registered by virtue of this 
Act, 

Ships to be registered at the port to which they 
belong. Book of registry to be kept by Commis- 
sioners of Customs » stating the port to which such 
vessel shall be deemed to belong, and owner of each 
vessel to subscribe to the following declaration : 

" I, A. B., of do truly declare, that the ship 
or vessel named , whereof C. D. is at present 

Master, was built at And that I the said 

A. B. (or other owners) am the sole owner (or ow- 
ners) of the said vessel, and that no other person 
or persons hath or have any right, share, interest, 
or property therein. And that I the said A. B. am 
(or are) truly and bona fide a subject (or subjects) 
of Great Britain, and that I the said A. B. have not 
taken the oath of allegiance to any Foreign State 
whatever, and that no foreigner, directly or indi- 
rectly, hath any share or shares or part interest in 
the said ship or vessel. A. B." 

A bond is also to be given at the time of regis- 
try, when tonnage is ascertained, for which a certi- 
ficate is given. Persons detaining or refusing cer- 
tificate to forfeit £100. 

Form of indorsement when transferred : 

^' Cufi[tom-house, (port and date ; name, residence 
and description of vendor or mortgagee) has trans* 
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ferred by (bill of dale or other uiBtrument) dated 
(date and ntiinber of shares) to A. B. of 

" E. F. CoUector, 

*' G. H. Comptroller." 



3 and 4 WiUiam IV. c, 54. 
*' An Act for the encouragement of British Shipping.** 

II. And be it further enacted, That the several 
sorts of goods hereinafter enumerated, being the 
produce of Europe, that is to say, uMistSy timber^ 
hoards^ tar^ tallow^ hemp^ fiaxy currants, raisinSy 
JigSy prunes, olive oil, com or grain, mine, brasidy, 
tobacco, wool, shumac, madders, madder-roots, ha-- 
rilla, brimstone, bark of oak, cork, oranges, lemons, 
linseed, rapeseed and chverseed, shall not be im- 
ported into the United Kangdom, to be used therein, 
except in British ships, or in ships of the country 
of which the goods are the produce, or in ships of 
the country from which the goods are imported. 

VI. And be it further enacted. That no goods 
shall be imported, after the first day of September, 
into the United Kingdom, from the Islands of 
Guernsey, Jersey^ Aldemey, Bark or Man, except in 
British ships. Nor shall there h^ exported from 
the United Kingdom, to any British possessions in 
Asia, Afnca, or America, ru>r to the said Islands, or 
either of them except in British ships. 

XII. No ship to be deemed British unless regis* 
tered and navigated aft such. 
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3 md 4 Willww IV. c. 59. 

^* An Act to regulate the Trade of the British Posses- 
sions abroad.^* 

XVI. It is eoacted. That the Master of ev^ery 
ship amvlng in any of the British possessions in 
America, or the Islands of Guernsey^ Jersey, Alder ^ 
nsy^ or Bark, whether laden or in ballast, shall come 
directly and before bulk be broken, to the Custom 
House for the port or district where he arrives, and 
there make a report in writing to the Collector or 
Comptroller or other proper Officer of the arrival 
and voyage of such ship, statmg her name, country 
and tonnage, and if British, the port of registry, 
the name and country of the Master, the country of 
the owners, the number of the crew, &c. and whe- 
ther she he laden or in hallaity and if laden, the 
majrks, numbers and contents of every package and 
pareel of goods on board, and where the same was 
laden, and where and to whom consigned, and 
whare any and what goods, if any, had been unla- 
d&ck during the voyage, as far as any such particu-* 
lars can be known to him ; and the Master shall 
further answer all such questions concerning the 
ship, and the cargo, crew and voyage, as shall be 
demanded by him by such Officer, and if any goods 
be unladen from any ship before such report be 
made, or if the Master fail to make sutch report, or 
make an untinie report, or do not truly answer the 
questions demanded, he shall forfeit the sum of 
one hunAfed pdimds, and if any goods be not report* 
ed^ the same shall he forfeited. 
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XVIL An entry of every out-bound vessel from 
the said Islands, with particulars of cargo, number 
of crew, destination, &c., to be made with the pro- 
per Officer. Penalty for default £100. 

XX. That no goods shall be laden, or waterbome 
to be laden, on board any ship, or unladen from 
any ship in any of the British possessions in Ame- 
rica, or the Islands of Chiemsey^ Jersey, Aldemey or 
8ark, until due entry made of such goods, and war- 
rant granted for the lading and unlading of the 
same, and that no goods shall be so laden or water- 
bome or so unladen, except at some place which an 
Officer of the Customs is appointed to attend the 
lading and unlading of goods, or at some place for 
which a sufferance shall be granted by the Collector 
and Comptroller for the lading and unlading of 
such goods ; and that no goods shall be so laden 
or unladen, except in the presence or with the per- 
mission in writing of the proper Officer ; provided 
always, That it shall be lawful for the Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty's Customs to make such re- 
gulations, &c. for carrying coastwise of any goods 
or removing same for shipment, and all goods laden, 
waterbome or unladen contrary to this Act shall 
be forfeited. 

LIX. All vesselsy boats, carriages, and cattle 
used in removal of goods liable to forfeiture, and 
^every person assisting, to forfeit treble the value, 
or the penalty of £100, at the election of the Officers 
of the Customs. 

LXI. Writ of assistance may be had to search 
for, break open and seize all goods liable to for- 
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feiture, and all persons obstructing Officers in their 
duty, and being duly convicted, to be adjudged 
Felons. 

LXVI. Penalties to be recovered in the name of 
Superior Officer of Customs or Navy, or of His 
Majesty's Advocate or Attorney General, onus pro-^ 
bandi to lie on the party. 

LXXXVI. Certificate of goods, the produce of 
the Islands, to be first obtained on declaration 
thereof made before a Magistrate. 

LXXXVIII. And be it further enacted, That no 
brandy, Geneva or other spirits (except rum of the 
British plantations) shall be imported into or exported 
from the Islands of Quemsey^ Jersey ^ Aldemey or 
Sark^ or either of them, or removed from any one 
to any other of the said Islands ^ or coastwise from 
any one part to any other part of the said Islands, 
or shall be • shipped in order to be so removed or 
carried, or shall be waterbome for the purpose of 
being so shipped in any ship, vessel or boat of less 
burthen than one hundred tons, (except when im- 
ported from the United Kingdom in ships of the 
burthen of seventy tons at least,) nor in any cask 
or package of less size or contents than forty gal- 
lons, (except when in bottles and carried in a square 
rigged ship,) nor any tobacco or snuff in any ship, 
vessel or boat of less burthen than one hundred 
tons, (except when imported from the United King- 
dom m ships of the hurthen of seventy tons, at 
least,) nor- in any cask or package containing less 
than four hundred and fifty pounds weight) save 
and except any such spirits or loose tobacco as shall 
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be for the n$e of the seamen belonging to and on 
boaard any such ship^ vessel or boat not exceedilig 
two gallons of the former, and five pounds weight 
of the latter, for each seaman, and also except such 
manufactm-ed tobacco or snuff as shall have been 
duly exported as merchandize from Great Briton 
(or Ireland,) on paitf of forfeiture of all such 
brandy, Geneva, or other spirits, tobacco or snuff 
respectively, together with the casks « packages 
containing the same, and also (A every such 
ship, vessel or boat, together with all the guns, 
fnmiture and ammunition, tackle and apparel 
thereof. 

Not to extend to vessels of ten tons, supplying 
the Island of Sark, having license so to do. 

XC. And be it further enacted. That every per-' 
son who shall be found or discovered to have been 
on board any vessel or boat liable to forfeituref 
tinder any Act relating to the Rcvienue 6f Customs, 
or being found within one league of either of the 
ah0ve mentioned Idarids^ having on board, or in any 
maoiner attached or affixed thereto, or conveying at 
having conveyed in any manner, such goods or 
o&er things as subject such vessel or boat to for- 
feiture, or wha shall be found or discovered to have 
been on board any vessel or boat from which any 
part of the cargo shall have been thrown overboard 
during chase, or staved, or destroyed, shall forfeit 
the sum pf one himdred pounds ; and, a further pe- 
nalty of two hundred pounds^ if any person be found 
using counterfeited or fdsified documents. 
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3 and 4 WiUiam IV. c. 53. 
" An Act for the prevention of Smuggling.*^ 

II. And he it further enacted, That if any vessel 
not being square rigged, or any boat, either be- 
longing in the whole or in part to His Majesty's 
subjects, or having half the persons on board, sub- 
jects of His Majesty shall be found or discovered 
to have been within one hundred leagues of the 
coast of the United Kingdom ; or if any vessel 
either belonging in the whole or in part to His 
Majesty's subjects, or having half the persons on 
board subjects of His Majesty, or any Foreign 
vessel not being square rigged, or any Foreign 
boat, in which there shall be one ot more subjects 
of His Majesty, shall be found or discovered to 
have been within four leagues of that part of the 
United Kingdom, which is ' between the North 
Foreland on the coast of Kenty and BeacJty Head 
on the coast of Sussex^ or within eight leagues of 
any other part of the coast of the United Kingdom ; 
or if any Foreign vessel or boat shaH be found or 
discovered ta have been within one league of the 
coast of the United Kingdom ; or if any vessel or 
boat shall be found or discovered to have been 
within one league of the Islands of Guernsey ^ 
Jersey y Atdemej/y Sark or Mm respectively, or with- 
in any Bay, Harbour, River or Creek of or belong- 
ing to any one of the said Islands ; any such vessel 
or boat so found or discovered, having on board or 
in any manner attached thereto, or having had on 
board or in any manner conveying or having con- 
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veyed, any spirits not being in a cask or package 
containing forty gallons at the leasts or any tea ex- 
ceeding six pounds weight in the whole, or any 
tobacco or snuff not being in a cask or package 
containing four hundred and fifty pounds weight at 
lesust, or being packed separately in any manner 
within any cask or package, or any cordage or 
other article adapted and prepared for slinging or 
sinking small cas}cs, or any casks or other vessels 
whatsoever of less size or contents than forty gallons 
of the description used for the smuggling of spirits, 
then and in every such case the said spirits ^ . tea, 
tobacco or snuff, together with the casks or pack- 
ages containing the same, and the cordage or other 
article, casks and other vessels of the description 
foresaid, and also the vessel or boat, shall be 
forfeited. 

III. Vessels arriving within any port or creek in 
the United Kingdom, having prohibited goods on 
board to be forfeited, not to extend to any vessel 
laden with tobacco or snuff from the East Indies, 
being in packages of one hundred pounds weight 
at least, or on account of any segars being in 
packages of a like weight, or tobacco in rolls from 
Colombia, in packages containing twenty pounds 
weight each ; nor on account of any tobacco of the 
dominions of the Turkish Empire, in packages of 
four hundred and fifty pounds weight, or on ac- 
count of any rum- of the British plantations con- 
taining twenty gallons, or on account of any spirits, 
tea or tobacco really intended for the consumption 
pf the seamen and passengers during their voyage, 
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or to render any square rigged vessel liable to for- 
feiture on account of any tea, or of any spirits in 
glass bottles, being really part of the cargo of the 
• ship, or to render any vessel liable to forfeiture, if 

really bound from one Foreign port to another, and 
pursuing such voyage, wind and weather permitting. 

VII. And be it further enacted. That no vessel 
or boat belonging wholly or in part to His Majesty's 

f subjects shall sail from either of the said Islands^ 

without a clearance, whether in ballast or having a 
cargo ; and if with a cargo, the Master shall give 
bond to His Majesty in double the value of the 
vessel or boat and of the cargo, for duly landing the 
same at the port for which the vessel clears ; and 
every such vessel or boat not having such clearance 
for a cargo, shall be found light, or with any part 
of the cargo discharged, before delivery thereof at 
the port specified in the clearance, (unless through 
necessity or for preservation of the vessel, to be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Commissioners,) 
shall be forfeited. 

VIII. Vessels not bringing too on being chased 
by Revenue Cutters, &c. or Preventive Service may 
be fired at ; and all vessels' boats used in the con- 
veyance of any such goods to be forfeited. 

LIII. Persons making signals to smuggling ves- 
sels at sea may be detained, and on conviction 
to forfeit £100, or kept to hard labour for one 
year. 

LVI. Persons resisting Officers, or rescuing, or 
destroying goods to prevent seizure, to forfeit £100. 

LIX. Persons shooting at any boat belonging to 
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Hif Majo9tjr'0 Semoa, to be deemed guilty of 
felonyi aad suffer death as a felon. 

JJC. Auy per9on in company mth fwr others 
havmg prohibited goods, or with one other armed 
or disguisedi guilty of felony, and to be transported 
for seven years^ 

LXIV. VesseU and goods seized may be dispo- 
sed of as Commissioners pf Customs shall direct. 

I4XXIV. Allowance to poor persons confined 
in the United Kingdom, or the Me of Man^ for 
offenees against i>aws of Customs and Excise. 

IjXXV. And be it further enacted. That all pe- 
nidties and forfeitures incurred or imposed by this 
or any other Act relating to the Customs, or to 
Trade or Navigation, shaU and may be sued for, 
prosecuted and recovered by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information, in any of His Majesty's 
Courts of Reoord at Weetmmter, or at IhibUnt or at 
JBdvttJburght or m the Royal Courts of the Islands of 
(hermej/t J^eey, Aldemey, SarK or Man, in the 
name of His Majesty's Attorney Qeneral, or of the 
Jiord Advocate of Scotland, or in the name or names 
pf some Officer or Officers of His Majesty's Cusi- 
tomSf QV by information before any two or more of 
His Majesty's Justices of' the Peace of the United 
Kingdom, or before any Governor or Deputy- 
Qpvernpr, or Deemster in the We of Man. 

3 and 4 William IV. c. 60. 
"-4n Act for regulating the trade of the Isle of Man " 

Reciting, that it was necessary to alter and amend 
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the laws relating to the trade of the said Island ; 
and that it would be of advantage to the trade and 
commerce of the country to consolidate the several 
Acts then in force into one Act. " Be it therefore 
enacted, &c. That this Act shall commence on the 
1st day of September»1833, except where any other 
commencement is herein partictdarly directed.*' 

And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
raised, levied, collected and paid unto His Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, the several duties of Cus- 
toms, as the same are respectively set forth in 
figures in the table hereinafter contained ; denomi- 
nated ''Table of Duties'' upon importation into 
the Isle 'of Man^ of the several goods, &o. accord- 
ing to the quantity or value thereof specified in 
such table, and so in proportion for any greater or 
less quantity or value of the same (thai is to say) 

TaBLH of DtTTIBS. 

Coak firom the United Kingdom • • (Free) 

Coffee, the duties of oonsun^tion in the United Kingdom, not 
having been paid thereon, per lb. . £0 4 



Heft]p> pet cwt. 

Hops from the United Kingdom 



Iron^ from Foreign parts, }br every 1 OOlbs. of the value thereof* 10 

Spirits, Foreign, per g all6n 

Rum of thtf Bxidih plantations ditto 

SugaSf (er cwt. 

Tea, green, per lb. 

!Ditto, bohea, per lb. • 

Tobttcco^ per H). 

Wine, Txeachj per ton of 252 gallons 

Any other sort ditto • 

Wood, deal boards from Foreign parte, for every £100 10 

Ditia, Timber . < . 10 o o 



1 
li 



4 6 

3 

1 

10 

6 6 

Old 

16 

12 
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Goods, wares and meidiaDdize imported finoiii the United 
Kingdom, and entitled to any bounty, or drawback of 
excise on exportation from thence, and not hereinbefore 
enumerated or charged with duty, per every £100 value £5 

Goods, wares, &c. imported from the United Kingdom, not 

hereinbefore charged £100 ditto . . 2 10 

Goods, wares, &c. imported from any pku:e, from whence 
such goods may be lawfully imported into the Isle of Man, 
and not hereinbefore charged with duty, ditto . 15 



Exemptions. 

Except the several goods, wares, &c. following 
which are to be imported, duty free, (that is to say) 
flax, flaxseed, raw or brown linen, yam, wood 
ashes, weed ashes, flesh of all sorts, com, grain, 
or meal of all sorts, when importable, any sort 
of white or brown linen cloth, hemp, hempseed, 
horses, black cattle, sheep, all utensils and instru- 
ments fit and necessary to be employed in manu- 
factories, in fisheries or in agriculture, bricks, tiles, 
all sorts of young trees, sea shells, lime, soapers' 
waste, pack-thread, small cordage for nets, salt, 
boards, timber, wood hoops, being the growth, pro- 
duction, or manufacture of the United Kingdom, 
and imported from thence in British ships. 

Iron rods or bars, cotton, indigo, naval stores, and 
any sort of wood commonly called lumber, (viz. 
deals of all sorts, timber, balks of all sizes, barrel 
boards, clap boards, pipe boards or pipe hold, white 
boards for shoemakers, broom and cart spars, bow 
staves, cupraven,clap holt, ebony wood, headings for 
pipes and hogsheads, barrels, &c., hoops for coopers, 
oars, pipe and hogshead staves, barrel staves, firkin 
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staves, trunnels, speckled wood, sweet wood, small 
spars, oak plank and wainscoat) being of the growth, 
production, or manufacture of any British colony 
or plantation in America or West Indies^ and impor- 
ted from the United Kingdom in British ships. 

in. British goods from the United Kingdom to 
appear upon the cockets of each ship importing 
same, and to have cleared out for exportation to 
the said Isle. 

IV. The following goods importable only under 
license. 

Wine . • . one hundred and ten tons. 

Spirits, Foreign "Brandy . 10,000 gallons. 

Ditto, "Fcrtign Geneva * . . 10,000 ditto. 

From the United Kingdom, or from any place 
from which the same might be imported for con- 
sumption therein : 

Bum from the British plantations . 60,000 gallons. 

From Great Britain : 

Boheatea .... 70y000lbs. 

Green ditto .... 5,000lbs. 

Coffee, (unless the duties of consumption in the United Kingdom shall 
have been then paid thereon) • . 8,000 lbs. 

Tobacco .... 6,000lbs. 

Muscovado sugar of the British possessions, ten thousand hundred cwt« 
Playing cards, . four hundred packs (from England). 

Refined sugar, from the port of Liverpool eight hundred cwt. 

SUBJECT TO THE RULES FOLLOWING: 

1 . All such goods to be imported into the port 
of Douglas, and by his Majesty's subjects, and in 
British ships or vessels of 50 tons and upwards. 
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2. Such tobacco to be shipped only ia ports 
from England, where tobacco is allowed to be im^ 
ported* and warehoused without payment of duty. 

3. Such wine to he so imported only in casks 
or packages, containing not less than a h<^head 
each, or in cases containing not less than three 
dosen, reputed quart bottles, or six dozen reputed 
pint bottles each* 

4. Such brandy and geneva to be imported 
only in casks, containing one hundred gallans 
each, at least. 

5. Such brandy and geneva, not to be of 
greater or higher degree of strength, than that 
of one to nine over hydrometer proof. 

6. Such goods, when exported from Great 
Britain, may be so exported from the warehouse in 
which they may have been secured, without pay- 
ment of duty. 

7. If the duties of importation have been paid 
in the United Kingdom on such goods^ a fuU dniw- 
back of such duties shall be allowed on exportation. 

8. Upon the exportation from Liverpool of 
such refined sugar, the same bounty shall be 
allowed as would-be allowable on exportation ta 
Foreign parts. 

9. Upon exportation from the United Kingdom 
of any such goods from the warehouse, or for draw- 
back, or for boxmty, so much of the form of the 
bond, or other document, required in the case of 
coqpiortatioa of su^h goods, generally to Foreign 
parts,, as is. intcoided ta prevent the lances ^ *^ 
&9m% isi therlsle of Man* shaU. be oiratted. 
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10. No drawbadk or bouDty to be aUowtd, Her 
export bond cano^ed, until certificate of the due 
landing of the goods tJi the port of Donglds be 
produced from the CoUeotor or Comptroller ^ tlK 
Customs at that port, 

11. If any goods be laden at any Foreign port 
or place» the speoies and qidantity of sueh geods^ 
with the marks, numberil and denominations of tbd 
casks or packages containing tte samci shall be 
indorsed on the license, and signed by the British 
Consul at the port of lading, or if there be no 
Briti$k Consul^ by two known British iherchailts. 

12. Upon importation into the port of Dfrnfflas 
such license shaU be dehirered up to the CoUectotf 
Of Comptroller of that port. 

v. Application for license to be delivered to the 
Officers at Douglas, between the 5th of May and 
the 5th of July, and within fotuteen dajrs aftev 
aceaunt to be delivered to the Gfoi^emor^ 

YI. Governor to allot quantities of each article^ 
among the applicants resident in the Island, in case 
the whole quantity Shall not have been applied fee 
by residents, among the non-^rei^deBt applicanta^ 
siid t)dpo3tt to the Treasury and ConmnssioMars o£ 
Custoiti»« 

VII. GdiiBamssioners 6£ Customs to grant licexi^ 
see according to the Ooveamor^s rqpiert 

VIII. Before the delivery of eadi UceUse^ bmd 
to be given by the applying party ; and Ucenae hot 
tidien up^ Oovemor may tnotsfer it to another. 

IX. Coantesfeating or f^ifying Ucenee ; penaky 
£500. 
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X. Licensed goods not to be re-exported, nor 
carried coastwise, unless in vessels of 50 tons. 

XI. That no goods shall be exported from the 
Islands to any part of the United Kingdom, the 
growth, produce or manufacture of any Foreign 
country. 

XII. Goods imported or exported contrary to 
law, to be forfeited, as well all vessels carrying the 
same, and the party subjected to a penalty of £100 
on the full amoimt of the duties at the election of 
the Commissioners. 

XIII. And be it further enacted. That the 
several sorts of goods enumerated in the schedule 
hereinafter contained, entitled " Schedule of Pro- 
hibitions'' shall not be imported into the Isle of 
Man ; (that is to say) 

Schedule of Prohibitions. — QoodSj the pro- 
duce or manufacture of places, within the limits of 
the United EaM India Company's Charter, except 
from the United Kingdom. Cotton yam, cotton 
club, linen cloth, glass manufactures, woollen 
manufactures, unless bond fide laden in and im- 
ported directly from the United Kingdom. Spirits 
of greater strength than one to nine over hydrom- 
eter proof, except spirits, the produce of the British 
possessions in America, or the Cape of Good Hope. 
British distilled spirits ; all goods prohibited to be 
imported into the United Kingdom, to be used or 
consumed therein, on account of the sort or de- 
scription of the same. 

XIV. Seamen on board decked vessels, having 
wyre than half a gallon of spirits, one pound weight 
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of tobacco each» or two pounds of tea for the whole 
of the seamen ; or if an open boat, exceeding one 
quart of spirits or half a pound weight of tobacco 
each seaman, or one pound of tea for the whole of 
such seamen on board, vessel or boat, with her 
tackle, to be forfeited. 

XV. Comptroller or Collector to sign certificate 
of all goods for exportation free of duty, the pro- 
duce of the Isle of Man. 

XVI. Duties to be paid (after deducting charges 
of collection) into His Majesty's Exchequer. 

3 and 4 WiUiam IV. c. 51. 

XXIX. Surveyors General, or Collector of any 
out-port in the United Eangdom, or of any part in 
the Isle of Man, may examine witnesses on oath ; 
false oath deemed perjury. 

3 and 4 William IV. c. 52. 
" Jn Act for the general regulation of the Customs.*' 

n. Officers of the Customs to have full cogni- 
zance of all ships, coming into any port in the 
United Kingdom or in the Isle of Man, or approach- 
ing the coast thereof, and of all goods on board, or 
which may have been on board ; no such goods to 
be landed or bulk broken before report and entry. 
Groods not reported to be forfeited, and Master to 
forfeit £100 : provided nevertheless that the several 
articles following, may be landed in the United 
Kingdom, without report, entry or warrant ; that is 
to say, diamonds and bullion, fresh fish of British 
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taking, and imported in British diipa, tuiirato and 
lobsters. 

IIL No goods to be imported into the United 
Kingdom or into the Isle of Man^ from beyond the 
aeaSy nor any tobacco (except in British shqps) until 
particulars of manifest first delivered ; penalty for 
want of manifest £100. 

VIII. Master also within twenty-four hours and 
before breaking bulk shall report and make a 
declaration to the truth of the same to the Collector, 
and give an account of the marks, numbers and 
contents on board ship; like penalty for default 
£100. 

XIV. Officers may board ships, and to have free 
access to all parts ; may seal and secure goods, and 
open locks, &c. 

XV. National ships, British or Foreign, having 
goods on board. Captain, Master, Purser, or other 
person in charge to deliver an account, or forfeit 
£100. 

XXX. Goods damaged on voyage to have an 
abatement of duties on proof by Master and Im- 
porter, except such goods hereinafter mentioned, 
cocoa^ coffee, oranges, pepper, currants, raisiiig^, figs, 
tobacco, lemons and wine; claim to be made fiotf 
an abatement at the time of the first examinatiotk^ 

XXXIU. Goods exported* not to be re-iaiiMxrted 
for home use ; corn, grain^ meal, flour, mak, hops^ 
tobacco and tea. 

XLII. Treasury may permit goods,, the produce 
of the Bfiiuh possessions, or fisheries in North 
Ammc^ Yibich shall have been kgaUy knpocted 
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iiito the hUmds of Ouemaey or JerMey direct^ to be 
imported iato the United Kingdom, for home use, 
direct from theee labnds, imder certain regulationB; 
and vessela arriving on the coaat of England, from 
Guemseyy Jersey^ Aldemey^ Bark^ or Man wholly 
laden inth stone, the production thereof, shall not 
be liable to be pilotted. 

XLVL Before entry of blabber, train oil, sper-' 
maoeti oil, head matter or whak fins imported direct 
from the fishery, and cleared out from the United 
Kingdom, or from either the above Islands ; Mas* 
ter and Importer to make declaration of same. 

LXI. Ships departing from any port in the 
United Kingdom, or in the Isle of Man, for paits 
beyond the seas ; entry of goods and cocket 
granted not tiU cleared — penalty £100. 

LXXVII. Searcher may open any package, and 
if correct must re-pack. Ships depositing in ballasC, 
Master to answer for same and clearance notified 
by Collector, &c. ; part of former cargo reported for 
exportatioQ ; copy of the report to be the clearance. 

UCXXII. If any passengers, Master may enter 
baggage in his name, such ships with baggage only 
deemed to be in ballast. Officers may board any 
ship after clearance. 

LXXXVII. Owner or Commission Merchant to 
make declaration upon debenture, that goods have 
been actually exported, and hare not been re-landed, 
and are not intended to be re-landed ; nor in the Isle 
of Marty (unless entered for the Isle of Man) nor in 
the Islands of Faro or ^^9, before entitled to* draw- 
back o* bounty. 



92 

XCn. No drawback or bounty to be allowed for 
any goods exported from the United Kingdom to 
the Isle of Man, until certificate produced from Col- 
lector or Comptroller of the Customs there^ of the 
due landing such goods. 

XCV. Warehouse or debenture goods not ex- 
ported, or if re-landed or carried to Guernsey, Jer- 
sey, Aldemey, Sark or Man, (not having been duly 
entered, cleared and shipped to be exported direct 
to such Island) to be forfeited. Drawback of duties 
on wine allowed for Officers of Navy. 

CI. No greater quantity of tobacco to be allowed 
to any ship of war than two pounds by the lunar 
month for each of the crew of the ship ; nor any 
more at any one time than sufficient to serve such 
ship for six months. Purser first to give bond, who 
if he be removed from one ship to another, may tran- 
ship such tobacco, with permission of the Collector. 

CXVI. Collector may grant transire for coasting 
vessels. Coastwaiter or Searcher may go on board 
— ^time and place for landing and shipping, only 
on days not being Sundays or holidays, between 
sunrise and sunset. 

CXXXVII. Power to charge warehouse-rent for 
goods taken and secured in any of the Eang's ware- 
houses in the United Kingdom, or in the Isle of 
Man, for security of duties thereon. May sell such 
goods if not duly cleared within three calendar 
months. Power also for His Majesty to appoint 
ports and legal quays. 

[Vide also, ^^ An Act for granting duties of Ous- 
toms, Inwards." 3 and 4 William IV. c. 56.] 
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Same Reign, c. 57. 
" An Act for warehousing Ooods.*^ 

V. Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury are 
to provide for warehousing tobacco at the ports into 
which the same may be imported^ subject to ware- 
house-rent. 

XIX. Duties on tobacco, sugar, spirits, the former 
unmanufactured, 3s. per pound. No allowance for 
leakage. 

XX. That if after any goods shall have been duly 
entered and landed to be warehoused, and before the 
same shall have been actually deposited. Importers 
may enter same, or any part thereof, for home use 
or for exportation. 

XL. Allowance to be made for natural waste of 
wine, spirits, &c. in warehouse not of special secu- 
rity, and in cases of embezzlement and waste 
through misconduct of Officers, damages to be made 
good to the proprietor. 

4 and 5 WiUiam IV. c. 13. 

" Repeal of so much of an Act of last Session for 
ordering Ofenders to be sent into the Naval Ser* 
vice for five years." 

II. Persons found on board vessels within prohi- 
bited distances (in lieu thereof), assembled to the 
number of three or more to run spirits, tea, tobacco 
or silk, or procuring others to do so, or obstructing 
Officers in their duty, for the first offence six months' 
hard labour to the House of Correction ; nine for 
the second ; and twelve for the third. 
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IV. Justices may order imprisonment, in lieu of 
penalty, for hard labour for the first offence; or 
through age or sickness from hard labour to impri- 
sonment only for the second offence. 

IX. Treasury or Commissioners of Customs may 
release persons committed under this Act. 

XL No one to hoist Union Jack in their vessels, 
or any other pendants worn in His Majesty's ships. 
Penalty £50. 

4 and 5 William IV. c. 89. 
*^ An Act to amend the Laws relating to the Customs.'^ 

II. It is enacted, That instead of any oath re- 
quired by any Act relating to the Customs in the 
United Eangdom, or in the British possessions 
abroad, except such oaths as are required by an 
Act intituled, '* An Act for the management of the 
Oustoms,** a declaration in writing shall be made ; 
and in all cases where any such declaration is 
made, if any such declaration shall be imtrue, the 
person making the same shall, over and above any 
other penalty, forfeit the sum of £100. 

ni. Slate, and slates and chalk, in ship outward 
bound, to be deemed ballast. 

IV. No abatement of salvage. 

V. No abatement for damage of drugs. 

VI. And whereas by the said Act, maimfactures 
of silk, being the manufactures of Europe, except 
from Calais ; be it therefore enacted, That it shall 
be lawful to import such manufactures into Dover 
from Boulogne in the same manner as such manu* 
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iaotaret can be imported into ]>over from Calais, 
under the provisions of the said Act. 

VII* And whereas by the said last-mentioned 
Act certain restrictions are laid down in respect of 
the packages in which tobacco may be imported 
into the United Kingdom ; Be it enacted. That the 
said restrictions shall not extend to any tobacco, the 
produce of and imported direct from Mexico, or 
from the continent of South America, or from the 
Islands of St. Domingo and Cuba, in packages of 
not less than eighty pounds weight. 

VIII. And whereas the importation of rum from 
the British plantations is restricted to twenty gallon 
casks, and all other spirits to forty gallons, and it is 
expedient to prevent the evasion of such restrictions 
by persons using cases, vessels or other packages, 
not being strictly casks, but available for the pur- 
pose of casks. Be it enacted, That the said restric- 
tions shall apply to aU cases, vessds or packages 
whatsoever capable of containing liquids, and not 
being glass bottlea, in like manner as the same now 
apply to casks, and that all such shall be deemed 
c«ak9 within tbe meaning of this Act. 

IX. Spirits to be imported in vessels of seventy 
tons at least. 

XX. Expences incurred by the commitment of 
smugglers to hard labour to be paid out of the con-* 
solidatod duties^ 

XIIL Spirits* althoui^ mixed, to pay duty as 
snchi 98. pw gallon. 

XX, Wine, spirits, &o., lost by accident in ware- 
hotise, dnties to be remitted* 
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XXI. The East India Company may continue to 
warehouse goods as heretofore. 

XXII. Possessions abroad. Spirits and tobacco 
may be imported into Guernsey, Jersey, &c. from 
Foreign ports, and may be exported thence in ves- 
sels of seventy tons. 

XXIII. Power of seizure by Officers employed in 
the service of Customs. 

XXIV. Officers making collusive seizures, and 
persons offering bribes to Officers, subject to pe- 
nalties. 

XXV. Seized goods, if unclaimed for a month, 
to be condemned and dealt with accordingly. 

3and4WUUamIV.c. 101. 

" An Act to provide for the collection and manage- 
ment of the Duties on Tea. 
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Reciting, that the exclusiye right of trading in 
tea, enjoyed by the United Company of Merchants 
of England to the Eagt Indies j would cease in April, 
1834, and that it was necessary to make other pro- 
visions for regulating the tea trade and the duties 
thereon, and to transfer the management of the 
duties thereon from the Excise to the Customs. 

It is enacted, that from and after the 22nd day 
of April, 1834, it should be lawful to import any 
tea into the United Kingdom from the Cape of 
Good HopCy and from places Eastward of the same, 
to the Straits of MagaUen^ and not from any other 
place, in su6h and the like manner, as if the same 
were set forth in an Act passed in the present Ses- 
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sion of Parliament, for the general regulations of 
the Customs. 

II. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful to import any tea into any of the Islands t)f 
Guernsey^ Jersey^ Aldemey, or Sarky or into the 
British Possessions of America, from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and places Eastward of the same, to 
the Straits of Magellan, or from the United Kingdom, 
and not from any other place, in such and the like 
manner, as if the same were set forth in an Act 
passed in the present Session of Parliament, to 
regulate the trade of the British possessions abroad. 

III. That from and after the 22nd of April, 1834, 
the following shall be the Table of Duties on tea 
in warehouse, imported into the United Kingdom. 

T£A,yiz. Bohea, thelb. . . £o 1 6 

" Congou, Twankay, Myson^kin, Orange Pekoe, 

and Campoi, the lb. . . . 2 2 

** Souchong, Flowery Pekoe, Hyson, Young Hyson, 
Gunpowder, Imperial, and other sorts not 
enumerated . . . 3 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall affect 
teas sold before the 22nd of April, 1834 ; nor alter 
the allowance commonly called draft, now made by 
Commissioners of Excise, in the weighing of tea, 
but that shall be made by Commissioners of Cus- 
toms. 

IV. Abatement for tea damaged during voyage 
not to be allowed. 

V. Mixed tea, liable to highest duty ; two sorts 
in same package, not mixed, to be forfeited. . 

VI. Importation of tea to be under the manage- 

G 
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meat of Commissioners of Customs, but acts done 
by Excise to be legal. licenses to sell tea and 
permits not to be affected. 

VIL Treasury may discontinue permits for tea / ^ 
and other goods, and substitute other regulations. 

5 and 6 WiUiam IV. c. 32. 

The above duties on tea are to cease after the 
\st of July, 1836, and a duty of two shillings and one 
penny per lb. to be charged in lieu thereof. 

5 and 6 William IV. c. 66. 
Farther Act to amend the Laws relating to Customs. . 

After reciting the Ax^t of 3 and 4 William IV. c. 
56, it enacts, That instead of the duties now pay- 
able under the said Act upon coffee, the produce of 
the British possessions, within the limits of the East 
India Company's Charted, and imported from such 
possessions, and upon coffee the produce of Sierra 
Leone, and imported from thence, there shall be 
paid for every pound of such coffee a duty of six« 
p^ice ; and instead of the duty now payable upon 
rough rice or paddy, the produce of the West Coast 
of Africa^ imported from a British possession on 
that Coast, ihere shall be paid for every bushel of 
such rice, a duty of one penny ; and that for every 
htmdred weight of pearl or pot ashes of Foreign 
production imported from a British possession in 
Tlmrope, there shall be paid a duty of six shillings. 

II. And be it further enacted, Tliat no coffee 
riiall be entered as being the produce <rf any BriiMh 
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possession within the limits of the East India Com- 
pany's Charter, unless the Master of the ship im- 
porting the same, shall have delivered to the Col- 
lector or Comptroller, a certificate under the hand 
and seal of the proper Officer, at the place where 
such coffee was taken on hoard, testifying that a 
declaration in writing had heen made and signed 
before him (the contents of which he had examined 
and believed to be true) by the shipper of such 
coffee, that the same was really and bond fide the 
produce of some such British possession ; nor un- 
less such Master shall also make and subscribe a 
declaration before the Collector or Comptroller, 
that such certificate was received by him at the 
place where such coffee was taken on board, and 
that the coffee so imported is the same as is men- 
tioned therein. 

III. Duties to be collected as those imposed by 
former Act. 

IV. Proviso in 3 and 4 William IV. c. 56, as to 
damage done to goods warehoused, not to extend 
to damage by fire. 

5 and 6 WilUam IV. c. 23. 

** An Act for the establishment of Loan Societies in 
England and Wales ; and to extend the provisions 
of the Friendly Societies^ Acts to the Islands of 
Guernsey f Jersey^ and Man.'' 

Recites, that persons forming societies for loans, 
desirous of having the benefit of this Act, to cause 
their rules to be enrolled in manner therein directed » 
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II. Rules to be certified, deposited, and enrolled 
at Sessions, pursuant to 4 and 5 William IV. c. 40. 

III. Rules and regulations to be entered in a 
book, to be kept by the Officer of the Society. 

rV. Property of Society to be vested in Trustees. 

V. Treasurer to give security if required, by 
rules of Institution. 

VI. Society not to make any loan to any one 
individual at any one time, exceeding fifteen pounds, 
provided that no second or other loan be made to 
the same individual, until previous loan repaid. 

VII. No note or security liable to stamp duty. 

VIII. Recovery of loan, &c. to be before Justices 
of the Peace. 

IX. No more than five pounds per cent, per 
annum for interest to be allowed. 

X. And be it further enacted, That the provi- 
sions of a certain Act made and passed in the tenth 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George 
the Fourth, intituled, *' An Act to consolidate and 
amend the laws relating to Friendly SocietieSy^^ and of 
a certain other Act made and passed in the fourth 
and fifth years of his present Majesty, intituled, 
*' An Act to amend an Act of the tenth year of his 
late Majesty King George the Fourth, to conso- 
lidate and amend the laws relating to Friendly 
Societies, *' shall extend to the Islands of Guernsey 
Jersey^ and the Isle of Man ; and that the rules 
and alteration of rules of any Society established, 
or to be established in the Islands of Guernsey 
Jersey, and Isle of Man, under the said last men- 
tioned Act, or this Act, shall be submitted to the 
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Barrister-aUaw, for the time being, appointed to 
certify the rules of Savings' Banks in England. 

XL And be it further enacted, That this Act 
shall be deemed a public Act, and shall extend to 
Englandy WaleSy Bervnck-upon-Thveedy and the Is- 
lands of Ouemsey^ Jersey ^ and Isle of Man, and be 
judicially taken notice of as such by all Judges, 
Justices and others, without the same being specially 
shown or pleaded. 

5 and 6 William IV. c. 13. 

An Act to regulate the importation of Com into the 

Isle of Man. 

Reciting, that by an Act of 9 George IV. c. 60, 
certain duties are set forth and made payable in the 
United Kingdom upon the importation of corn, 
grain, meal and flour, but which duties were not 
payable in the Isle of Man. It is enacted. That 
from and after the passing of this Act, it shall not 
be lawful to import into the Isle of Man any For- 
eign com, grain, meal, or flour, except upon pay- 
ment of the same duties as are by the above Act 
made payable on importation of the same into the 
United Kingdom. 

II. Certificate of average prices to be transmitted 
to the Collector of Customs, at the Port of Douglas 
in the Isle of Man, and the duties to be ascertained 
from time to time, and set forth in like manner as 
the same are ascertained in the United Kingdom. 

III. And be it further enacted, That the duties 
imposed by this Act shall be raised, levied, col- 
lected, and paid unto His Majesty in like mariner, 



102 



as if the same had been imposed by an Act passed 
in the third and fourth years of His Majesty's reign, 
intituled, " An Act for regulating the trade of the 
Isle of Man.'* 

Table of Duties, imposed by 9 George IV. — If 
imported from any Foreign country : 

WHEAT — ^AocordiDg to the average price of Wheat, made 

up and published in manner required by Law, viz. — 
Whenever such price shall be sixty-two shillings, and under 

sixty-three shillings the quarter, the duty for every 

quarter • • • • 

Sixty-three shillings the quarter, and under sixty-four 
Sixty-four shillings, and under sixty-five 
Sixty-five shillings, and under sixty-six 
Sixty-six shilUngs, and under sixty-seven 
Sixty-seven shillings, and under sixty-eight 
Sixty-eight shillings, and under sixty-nine 
Sixty-nine shillings, and under seventy 
Seventy shillings, and under seventy-one 
Seventy-one shillings, and under seventy-two 
Seventy-two shillings, and under seventy-three 
Seventy-three shillings, or above seventy-three 
But whenever such price shall be under sixty-two shillings, 

and not under sixty-three 
And in respect of each integral shilling, or any part of each 

integral shilUng, by which such price shall be under 

sixty-one shillings, such duty shall be increased by one 

shilling. 
BARLEY— per quarter, thirty-three shillings and under 

thirty-four .... 

And in respect of every integral shilling, by which such 

price shall be above thirty-three shillings, such duty 

shall be decreased by one shilling and sixpence, unUl 

such price shall be forty-<one shillings. 
At or above forty-one shillings 
Under thirty-three, and not under thirty-two 
And in respect of each integral shilling, by which such price 

shall be under thirty-two shillings, such duty shall be 

increased to one shilling and sixpence. 
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OATS — ^Whenever tb« aT«rag« prict of Dats made up and 
published, shall be twenty-five sbillingSy and under 
twenty-six— duty per quarter . • 9 S 

And in respect of every integral shiUtng, by whidi such 
price shall be above twenty-five shiUingf , such duty to 
be decreased by one shilling and sixpence, until such 
price be thirty-one shillings. 
At or above thirty-one shillings • .010 

Under twenty-five shillings, and not under twenty-four 10 9 

RYE, PEASE, and BEANS— Whenever price is thirtynrix 

shillings, and under thirty-seven per quarter . 15 6 

And in respect of every integral shilling, by which such 
price shall be above thirty-six shillings, such duty lo be 
decreased by one shilling and sixpence, until such 
price shall be forty-six shillings. 
At or above forty-six shillings • . .010 

Under thirty-six shillings, and not under thirty-five • 16 

Under thirty-five shillings for each integral shilling, an in- 
crease of one shilling and sixpence. 
WHEAT, MEAL, and FLOUH— For eveiy barrel, being 
one hundred and ninety-six pounds, a duty equal in 
amount to the duty payable on thirty-eight and a half 
gallons of Wheat 
OATMEAL—For every quantity of one hundred and eighty- 
one and half pounds, a duty equal in amount to the 
duty payable on a quarter of Oats. 
MAIZE or INDIAN CORN, BUCKWHEAT, or BIGG 
—For every quarter, a duty equal in amount to the 
duty payable on a quarter of Barley. 



If the produce of and imported from any British 
Possession in North America, or elsewhere out of 
Europe. 

WHEAT— For every quarter .050 

Until the price of Briti^ Wheat, made up and published in 
manner required by law shall be sixty-seven shillings 
per quarter .... 

At or above sixty-seven shillings * . .006^ 

BARLEY-^For every quarter .0 S 6 
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Until the price of British Barley'made up, &c. shall be 
thirty-four shillings per quarter 

At or above thirty-four shillings 

OATS — For every quarter 

Until the price of British Oats made up, &c. shall be twenty- 
five shillings per quarter 

At or above twenty-five shillings 

RYE, PEASE, and BEANS— Per quarter 

Until the price of British Rye, Peas, or Beans shall be forty 
one shillings per quarter • 

At or above forty-one shillings 

WHEAT, MEAL, and FLOUR—For every barrel, being 
one hundred and ninety-six pounds, a duty equal in 
amount to the duty payable on thirty-eight gallons and 
a half of Wheat . . . . 

OATMEAL — For every quantity of one hundred and eighty- 
one and a half pounds, a duty equal in amount to the 
duty payable on a quarter of Oats 
MAIZE or INDIAN CORN, BUCKWHEAT, or BIGG 
— For every quarter, a duty equal in amount to the 
duty payable on a quarter of Barley 



6 
2 
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6 



V. ITiat it shall not be lawful to import from 
parts beyond the seas into the United Kingdom for 
consumption there, any malt ; or to import for con- 
sumption into Oreat Britain^ any corn ground, ex- 
cept wheat meal, wheat flour and oatmeal ; or to 
import for consumption, any corn ground into Ire- 
land ; and that all such imported contrary to the 
provisions aforesaid, the same shall be forfeited. 

VL Account of com and flour imported, of the 
duties paid, and of the quantity in warehouse, to be 
published in the Gazette monthly. 

IX. Appointing Comptroller of corn returns, to 
take oath on entering office. 

XVI. Inspector of corn returns to take oath also 
on his appointment. 
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XIX. Dealers in corn to make weekly returns to 
Com Inspector. 

XX. Justices of the Peace may appoint Corn In- 
spectors in divisions or ridings. 

XXII. Persons having heen engaged in business 
as corn dealers twelve calendar months prior to ap- 
pointment, deemed ineligible. 

XXV. Dealers in corn, in cities and towns, to 
make the following declaration : 

" I, A. B. do declare, that the returns to be by 
me made conformably to the Act passed in the 9th 
year of King George IV. intituled, An Act to amend 
the Laws relating to the importation of com, of the 
quantities and prices of British corn, which hence- 
forward shall by, or for me, be bought, shall, to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, contain the whole 
quantity, and no more, of the British com bond fide 
bought for or by me within the periods to which 
such returns respectively shall refer, with the prices 
of such com, and the names of the sellers respec- 
tively ; and to the best of my judgment, the said 
returns shall in all respects be conformable to the 
provisions of the said Act." 

Which declaration shall be in writing, signed, 
and delivered to the Chief Magistrate, &c., who 
shall give a certificate thereof to Inspector. 

XXIX. Inspector to enter returns in a book, and 
transmit them weekly to the Comptroller. 

XXX. Average prices to be made up and pub- 
lished every week. Certificate of average to be 
transmitted to the Chief Oflicers of His Majesty's 
Customs. 
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XXXI. Quantities of com to be computed, ac- 
cording to the Imperial Standard gallon, as declared 
by an Act of 5 George IV. c. 74 ; an Act for ascer- 
taining and establishing uniformity of weights and 
measures, as the said Act is amended by the 6 
George IV. c. 12, intituled, An Act to prolong the 
time of the Act of the last Session of Parliament, 
and to amend the said Act. 

XLII. Penalty on Com Dealers for not making 
declarations or returns, £25. for each calendar 
month, and may be recovered by and to the use of 
any person who shall sue for the same, before any 
two Justices of the Peace acting in and for the city, 
town, county, riding or division within which the 
offence shall have been committed, on the oath of 
any credible witnesi^. Same may be levied by dis- 
tress and sale of goods, &c. And in case fine not 
paid, Justices may detain in custody the parties 
convicted until return of warrant, not exceeding 
seven days, ]mtil sufficient security shall be given 
for his appearance at such return, and in case fine 
not then paid, Justices may commit for three 
calendar months, unless sooner paid. 

XLTV. Committee of Privy Council may stay 
proceedings on information, and Justices may miti- 
gate ^nalties, so as such mitigation do not exceed 
two-thirds. Witnesses may be summoned to attend 
under a penalty of £10, to be recovered in same 
manner as other penalties. 

XLVI. Misdemeanour in persons making false 
and fraudulent returns. 

XLVIIL That if any action or suit shall be 
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brought or commenced against any person or per- 
sons for any thing done in pursuance of this Act, 
such action or suit shall be commenced within three 
calendar months next after the matter or thing 
done ; and the defendant, in such action or suit, 
shall and may plead the general issue, and give this 
Act, and the special matter in evidence, at any trial 
to be had thereon, and if afterwards a verdict shall 
pass for the defendant, or the plaintiff shall dis- 
continue his, her or their action, or be nonsuited 
or judgment shall be given against him on demurer 
or otherwise, then such defendant or defendants 
shall have treble costs awarded against such plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs. 

N.B. Under the Act for the further administration of jus^ce in Eng- 
land and Wales, the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey are not to be deemed 
"pauesnom beyond the seasJ* — ^For the removal of paupers belonging to 
these Islands, see Poor Law Amendment Bill. 
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APPENDIX. 



Tablb des honoraires du Chef Magistral, du 
Greffier, des Officiers de Justice, et de rEnregistreur, 
regies par les ordres du Prince Regent en Conseil, 
du 19 Mars, 1819, savoir. 

Au Lieutenant Bailli. 



Pour chaque cause, except^ celles pour le payement de rentes 
Pour idem pour le payement de rente 
Pour chaque cause extra, en Amiraut^,en appeI,ouborstenne 
Pour la passation, examen, et signature d'un contrat de 

vente on assignation de rente, oh d'une procuration, 

tutelle, administratelle, curatelle, en^ment, record de 

rembours, oh non comparence 
Pour idem idem extraordinairement / 
Pour idem idem d*un contrat de partage ou de bail ou vente 

de maison ou terres 
Pour idem idem extraordinairement 
Pour attendance k voir mettre le Sgeau k un contrat, le jour 

du S^eau public 
Pour idem idem extraordiqairement 
Pour la signature d'un ordre provisoire, oii d'un ordre pour 

appeler des ^lecteurs dans des administratelles, &c. 
Pour idem d'un bref de Justice 
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Au Greffier. 



Pour son attendance h la cour dans chaque cause, ecriture 
de la sentence, et pour Tenr^gistrementde Facte lorsque 
le billet n*excedera pas 100 mots, viz. : — 

A la cour du billet Is. 6d. aux autres couis 
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Avec une augmentation pour cent mots de plus de . £0 1 

Pour chaque acte, extiait des roUes, n'ezcedant pas cent 

mots . . • . .010 

Pour examiner et authentiquer chaque copie . .006 

Pour chaque arbitration, y compris le record, lorsqu'il 

n*exc^era pas cent roots . .078 

Avec une augmentation pour chaque cent mots de plus de . 10 

Aux Officiers de Justice. 

Pour chaque ajour et record, &c. h Texception de ceux pour 

payement de rentes . . ' • 

Pour idem pour payement de rente 
Pour rajournement de chaque temoin 
Pour signification d'un bref de justice ou d\me remontrance 
Pour d^livrer copie authentique d'idem au defendeur 
Pour un arret sur des meubles 
Pour la saisie d'un individu 
Pour le constituer en prison 
Pour conduire un prisonnier & la cour, o\X de la cour a la 

prison . . . . .030 

Pour attendance a une vente faite par autorit^ de justice, a la 

ville . . . . . 12 6 

Pour idem idem hors ville . 15 

A L'Enrbgistreur. 

Pour chaque contrat, acte, &c. n*excedant pas deux cents 

mots . . . . .020 I 

Avec une augmentation pour chaque cent mots de plus de 13 

Costs of an Arrest for 5^. and upwards. 

Ordre Provisoire, saisie la personne avoir pris caution 

Preparation et ecriture du billet 

Au Greffe honoraires .... 

Pay^ aux deux hommes k garder la parte de Tappartement 
defendeur . • . • - 

Pay^ au Greffe pour I'acte la cause mise en preuve 

Preparation et ecriture des billes pour defendeur et cau- 
tion • . • • • .056 



15 


6 


3 





3 


6 


5 





2 


6 



no 



Idem vers trois temoins '• 


. £0 
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Idem du billet . 
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Pay^auGreffe . 





4 


6 


Idem du Greffe pour I'acte 
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Preparation et ecriture des billes 
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Idem da billet • 
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AjooraemeDt de trois temoins 
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Mr. John Bsaugie's Bill Costs. 

(indeCaM.) 

Au GrefBer redaction de I'acte sur le rapport du conn^table 
de S. Martin prise de corps decern^ 

Au Greffier pour treize copies du dit acte 

A rOfficier pour les avoir delivrer publication, &c. 

Au Greffier, redaction de Tacte, en?oy4 en prison pour 
former Taccusation 

Avoir conduit le dit Beaugie en prison 

Frais de Tacte, accusation form^e • 

Au Procureur General du Roi 

Avoir present^ le dit Beaugie en cour et reconduit en prison 

Deux billes cinq temoins et au Prevot 

Au Greffier cinq depositions redig^es et log^e au Greffe 

A 4 Ecrivains . • • • 

Frais de Tacte permis d*informer plus outre partie des te- 
moins en defaut • • . • 

Au Procureur du Roi ... 

Avoir presents le dit Beaugie in Cour et reconduit en prison 

Signification par I'officier a 16 temoins 

Au Greffier 9 depositions redig^ et log^ au Greffe 

A 4 temoins • • • . 

Frais de Tacte .... 

Au Procureur General du Roi 

Avoir present^ le dit Beaugie en cour et reconduit en prison 

Signification au conn^table de faireconvenirun enditement 

Frais de Facte de condamnation • 

Au Procureur General du Roi . • & 

Avoir presents le dit Beaugie en cour et reconduit en prison 

A Tamende ..... 
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£76 5 6 



Ill 



A LA COUR ROYALB DB PlSLB DB JbRSBY. 

L'an mil huit cent vingt trois, le ireizieme jour 
Decembre. Entre John Anly and William Boir 
lequel est demeurs caution de reproduire la per- 
sonne de la dite John, toutes fois et quantes sur 
peine de respondre du Juge, d' une part, et James 
Law d' autre part ; les actionnant de voir confir- 
mation de la seisie de la personne de la dite John 
par rOfficier en vertu d'un ordre praviaairej pour 
I'obliger au payement de la somme d'ouze livres 
un chelin huit pennys sterling, dont il est redevable 
suivant compte delivre. Et voir record du dit offi^ 
cier. Le dit sieur William, n' ayant pas reproduite 
le dit John, la cour a juge qu'il droit repondre du 
juge^ ensuite de quoi sur la pretention que le dit John 
ne doit rien a Tacteur, il est ordonne que ceux qui 
preuvent a voir connaisance du different des parties 

seronti convenus 

F. Godfrey, GrefiEier. 

N. B. The above is notice to the bail, of a party who had been arrested 
for £11, by virtue of an Ordre Provisoire (or bailable writ), to attend 
the Court to hear proofs, and to have the arrest confirmed. 

A Remonstrance or Declaration. 

Sur la remonstrance faite a Justice par A. B. ex- 
posan que le 20th of July, 1830, (here set out the 
nature of the complaint,) ce qui tournerait h. grand 
prejudice au dit remontrant, si par justice il n'y 
etait remedie — a ces causes et d'autant que le dit 
sieur est expatriaUe^ il est permis au dit remon- 
trant de saisir sa personne par le moyen du vicomte 
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ou de Tun des denunciateurs, Officiers de Justice 
sauf a lui donneF caution de se representer sur 
peine de repondre du juge, aux fins de Tobliger a 
rendre &c. au dit remontrant dans le meme etat 
qu'ils etaient lorsqu'il les enleva, si mieux n'amie 
payer au dit remontrant la somme de trente livres 
sterling, pour autant des dits moibles comme il a 
en sa possession, pour voir connaisance ou disposi- 
tion appartenant au dit remontrant et qu'il ait en 
outre a le d^ dommager pour les frais aux quels il 
est expose par la conduite au dit sieur le tout a 
peine 60 sous d'amende et de tons coutages, pertes, 
prejudices et dommages encourus et a encourir- 
raisons sauves. Donner a St. Helier, &c. 

Thomas Le Breton, Lieut. Bailly. 
P. Le Gallias, Dep. Vicomte. 

Copy Form of License to Innkeepers. 

I, the undersigned, Thomas Le Breton, Jun., 
Lord of the Fief and Manor of La Motte, certify, 
having given leave and license to Mr. John Mor- 
gan, dwelling in the house of , situate within 

the said fief, to keep a tavern, and sell and retail 
all sorts of wines and spirituous liquors, cider and 
beer, from this day until the abandon of the winter 
sea- weeds of the next year, the said John Morgan 
regulating and governing himself according to the 
ordinances, and paying the duty of tavemage. 

Given at St. Helier, this 11th day of Feb., 1825. 

T. Le Breton, Jun., Lord of the Manor, &c. 
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Affidavit of the Party. 

hland^of Jersey. — ^Before one of the Magistrates 
of the Royal Court of the said Island, hereunder 
written, personally came John Morgan, who freely 
and most solemnly maketh oath and saith, that in the 
month of February last he applied to Thos. Le Bre* 
ton, Jun., Esq, Lord of the Manor of La Motte, to 
authorize him to keep a tavern, situate in his dwel- 
ling house, and occupied by this deponent; that 
for the aforesaid license he was charged the exorbi- 
tant and unheard of sum of ten pounds, which he 
paid to the said Lord of the Manor, and that he 
paid to the Greffier of the said Island the further 
sum of two pounds four shillings, and that he be- 
lieves the said first payment to be paid only by 
persons expatridble^ and not natives of the Island. 

John Morgan. 

Sworn, &c. before me, Thos* Pipon^ 



To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Par- 
liament assembled, 
The himible Petition of us, the undersigned Bri- 
tish subjects, resident in the Island of Jersey, 
Most humbly sheweth, 

That your Petitioners witness with regret, 
that in an Island of such extended commerce, and 
so nearly allied to Great Britain, it should be go- 
verned by an ancient and obsolete code of Norman 
Laws of the Fourteenth Century. 

H 
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That your Petitioners can bear testimony to the 
partiality and injustice, with which the same 
is administered^ inasmuch, as both property and 
persons have been wantonly seized, contrary to ac- 
knowledged laws and privileges, and that through 
the vast and heavy expense attending appeals to 
the King in Council, they have been compelled to 
abandon all redress for the same. 

That your Petitioners beg to point out to your 
honourable house, the great facility with which suits 
are got up in Jersey, and that individuals, however 
honourable and respectable, have been liable to 
arrest, not only for sums under five shillings, but 
upon bills of exchange and for rent before due^ and 
thereon imprisoned at the will of the creditor. 

That against such unjust arrests and the law as 
it now stands, your Petitioners have no remedy, 
and that numerous instances are to be found, where 
the most illegal detentions have been followed up by 
the most wanton and vexatious imprisonment. 

And your Petitioners beg in particular to point 
out the manifest and unjust difference with which 
natives of England and those of the said Island are 
treated, inasmuch as the former are deemed For- 
eigners and Aliens by the latter. That as in the 
rdgn of his late Majesty King Edward III., they 
were alike governed by the same laws as those ad- 
ministered in England, your Petitioners humbly 
pray, the present undefimed code maybe altered 
and amended according to times and circumstances, 
and that they be made to asfiimilate with those of 
the Mother Country, and to afford such relief in the 
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premises as your honourable house in your judg- 
ment and wisdom shall seem proper and meet. 

And your Petitioners, &c. 

N.B. The above Petition was prepared in Jersey in the year 1826, but 
from reports that the Civil Authorities were about to stop the meeting of 
the British residents, no further use was made of it. 
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The following is taken from*" Motui's Herald," 
Isle of Man, 12th December, 1835 : 

** Insular Illibkbality. 

" Sir, — ^However averse you may be to the pub- 
lication of disagreeable realities, derogatory to the 
character of this Island, yet I trust that the impar- 
tiality hitherto evinced by your independent jour- 
nal, will induce you to give insertion to the follow- 
ing observations : — The palpable injustice of the 
laws and usttages, now in force among us towards 
strangers, is becoming every day more apparent, 
notwithstanding the imblushing denial of their ex- 
istence by the hired defender of public abuses. . It 
is not only in the atrocious law of arrest, but in 
every other transaction between man and man, 
that the scandalous partiality of which I complain 
is mischievously conspicuous. Nor is this base 
and illiberal spirit confined to the lowest and most 
ignorant of the Manx Community ; though there 
it certainly appears in very hideous colours. It 
may also be found among many in superior stations, 
from whom something better than selfishness and 
prejudice might be reasonably expected. One 
should have thought that the educated portion of 
the natives would have used their utmost endeavours 
to banish this foul stigma from the Island, by teach- 
ing their half-civilized countrymen the duty which 
they owe to their, brethren of mankind. This act 
of kindness, however, they have not performed, 
and the result is, a generally-prevailing contemp- 
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tuous, not to say bitter feeling towards every resi- 
dent who cannot, forsooth, claim the same birth- 
place with these enlightened and generous Island- 
ers. To enumerate all the injuries and insults to 
which strangers are subjected during their sojourn 
here, would occupy too much of your space ; I 
sAiall therefore restrict my] remarks to one of recent 
occurrence, by which the reader at a distance may 
form some idea of om* insular philanthropy. 

^^ In a Country parish near Douglas, two aged 
females reside, both in that state of poverty which 
requires assistance from the fund collected for the 
poor. These indigent persons are, I understand, 
equally unimpeachable in point of character, but 
there is this marked difference between them — one 
is a native of the Isle of Man, the other though 
nearly forty years resident here, was bom in Ireland. 
Here, then^ according to the Manx economy, is the 
impure staM in her scutcheon — the luckless incident 
of birth — that proves fatal to her pretentions ; for 
while the former distressed individual is allowed to 
participate in the charitable contributions of the 
humane, the proscribed Irishwoman is utterly de- 
barred from parish relief I Are the local Authori- 
ties of the Island, by which such matters are man- 
aged, aware, that the exclusions of this kind are 
absolutely unknown in the Mother Country? Or 
will they pretend to say that their narrow-niinded 
nationality is nearer allied to genuine Christianity, 
than the more beneficial conduct of their feUow-sub- 
jects in England ? If so, they must be better in- 
formed ; and taught the salutary lesson, that if ever 
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the British govenunent determine an abolishing the 
prmleges of this Island^ and compel it to become 
an integral portion of Britain, it will be owing to 
Buch practices as I have here stated, and the gene^ 
ral illiberality displayed towards strangers of ev^ery 
description, and upon all occasions. 

*' Many other examples of unchristian conduct 
on the part of the sanctimonious portion of the peo- 
ple of Mona, towards the natives of Britain and 
Ireland, could be easily adduced ; the time is arriv- 
ed for its fiill developement. I shall therefore con- 
clude by asking the most strenuous sticklers for the 
propriety of the irritating laws and customs to which 
1 have alluded, whether any thing of the kind is ever 
practised against the natives of this Island when 
residing in England ; or whether a Manxman when 
about to take a house in that country, is compelled 
to find an EngUshman as surety for his rent ? The 
answer to these queries must be in the negative ; I 
then say, that it is equally base, ungrateful, and 
unjust, that invidious distinctions should exist here 
which are utterly unknown in any part of the 
United Kingdom. 

"A WiTTONIAH. 

**Dougla«, 10th Dec. 1835." * 

N.B. The following priyilege, it is believed, is geaeraily anknown in 
the Isle of Man : — The Clothworker's Company are ready to pay yeariy 
two premiums of £lO each, to bind one or two boys, bom in the Isle of 
Man ; or if none such apply, then two boys in London, whose parents 
were bom in the Isle of Man. Boys of the name oiCkrittian to have the 
preference.— 25th October, 1835. 
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Royal Court, Jbrsxy, February 15th, 1836. 

The following Trial (in the present day) of Marin 
for the murder of Miss Bethel, will shew how far 
the talented Bench of Jurats or Judges in Jersey 
have improved in criminal jurisprudence since 
1826. 

The act of accusation was first read, when the 
following letters of the deceased lady, found in the 
accused's pocket, were put in : 



'^My most adorbd Lr-^, I am miserable. I had 
promised to see you for a few minutes, but it has 
been quite out of my power to do so, for Mde. 
Westley has been taken ill with a fit of apoplexy, 
and Mr. and Mrs. B. w^e very much alarmed. 
But she is better, and I have left them to come to 
my dearest Louis, for I am sure you will be very 
angry with me for not coming to you, but really I 
could not do it. It is of no use, I cannot be happy. 
In your last notes you tell me again about that 
man, and you say he may find a road to my heart ; 
but I can swear to you, that neither he nor any one 
dse will. No, Louis, if an angel from Heaven 
were to appear to me, it could not prevent my 
loving and adoring you. Ah, God ! what an idea 
that I could ever love another 1 You must cease to 
write to me in such a manner, as you will drive me 
to despair ; but I cannot bear the idea of any one 
but your own dear self. You are the true dear 
man of my heart. You are the partner of my life, 
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and if not, we must die together. Ah, you darling 
man ! They are going to tea, so I must leave you. 
It is nine o'clock — ^then adieu." 

** The idea of it is horrihle. My poor heart is 

almost broken. Do, Louis, if you do sincerely love 

me, cease to write in this style. Do not for God's 

sake, tell me to receive the attentions of this man. 

No, Louis, you must not advise me to do such a 

thing. In the first place, it would not be in my 

power to do it ; and in the next place I think it 

cruel in you to wish to hurt my poor heart. Gk>od 

Grod ! could it be possible for me to allow another 

man to tell me that he loved me? No, Louis, 

never : judge my feelings if I were to see another 

girl paying you any attentions. Good God, I am 

sure it would break my heart. You are too dear 

to me then to see you pass into the aims of another 

person; no, Louis, you are my own, and I am 

yours ; and so you will have the proof of it as long 

as I live in this world ; and when I die, the last 

words will be for you ! Yes, for my Louis and him 

alone. You are dear to my poor heart, and so let 

us die together, you dear darling of my heart ; yes, 

and I can swear it before my God, that you are 

most sacred to me. Do not be afraid of our being 

separated from each other, for that can never be ; 

no, death will be preferable to that ; and remember 

what I am writing is coming from my heart. Do 

not say, dear Louis, I have committed a crime in 

not writing to you: and if I have, I will not another, 

for I am determined to write a few lines every day, 

§Q that we will not quarrel on that subject. Do 
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not again tell me that I look upon things with an 
eye of indifference, for I can assure you it is not 
true ; no, Louis, it is not true, I am far from being 
indifferent. Ah, my dear darling Louis, if you 
could but see my very heart, you would say to your- 
self that I loved you ; yes, I do most affectionately 
love and adore you ; yes, you are dear to my poor 
heart I Ah ! believe me, my dear Louis, I am sin- 
cere to you. " Yours, 

"Mary Ann Bbthbll.'' 

Mr. Ferrot, said that the prisoner, when in gaol, 
informed him that a note written by Miss Bethell, 
which had been found, she fixed to the outside of 
her stomach with a pin, that it might be at once 
perceived, and the cause of her death made known. 
In the course of the conversation, Marin said that 
the individual alluded to in the letter, whose atten- 
tions he wished Miss Bethell to receive, was a 
French conunercial traveller, called Farouelle, or 
some such name. Marin also stated, that on return!'- 
ing from the town on Sunday morning, to rejoin 
Miss Bethell, he purchased a bottle of cider, as she 
complained of being very thirsty. 

Mrs. Barber, the wife of a gentleman of that 
name, twenty-one years of age, stated that the de^ 
ceased, Mary Ann Bethell, breakfasted with th^ 
deponent on the Saturday previous to her death, 
and afterwards went out. She returned about two 
o'clock, and went out again immediately. She came 
in again about four, when deponent related to her 
thj^ unpleasant cirqumstances she had hqard oii her 
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account. Tbose circumBtances were, that she (the 
deceased) had received several presents from Mr. 
Barber ; and that she had been seen from depo- 
nent's window making signals to Marin, who was 
in the street. She said to deponent that was not 
true, but it should be terminated the same evening. 
She came again in the evening, about half-past 
eight, and then said she was going into the coun- 
try. She then gave deponent a trifling present, 
begging her to keep it for her sake, kissed her, and 
bade her good bye. She was very much agitated, 
when she went away. Deponent had laudanum in 
two bottles, which she kept locked up in her drawer, 
and on the Saturday night she missed one of them. 
Mr. Barber was next examined, and it appeared 
from his deposition, that when he heard of the ru- 
mours alluded to in his wife's testimony, he refused 
to allow Miss Bethell to visit his house. In the 
evening, when he heard from Mrs. Bethell, that a 
note had been found on her desk written by her 
daughter, stating that she had taken poison from 
Mrs. Barber's drawer, he, with Mr. Havill and Miss 
Bethell's brother, made every inquiry during that 
evening and the Sunday, but could not get any 
satisfactory information. On Monday morning, 
hearing that she had been found, he went to the 
shed, and found Marin in the act of rising, but Miss 
Bethell was quite dead. Marin then related the cir- 
cumstances which occurred after Miss Bethell left 
her [home, and in what manner thay both took the 
poison, which were detailed by Mr. Perrot in his 
examination. Mr. Barber then asked Marin how 
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long he had known Miss Bethell, and he said two 
years. Deponent told him that accounted for Miss 
Bethell's illness, and asked him if he had* not been 
in the habit of giving her medicines at different 
times to cause abortion? Marin, snapping his fin- 
gers, said, '^ Miss Bethell is dead, the secret is here 
(pointing his hand to his heart) and will die with us/' 

William Godfrey, servant to Mr. Barber, who was 
present when the body was discovered, gave similar 
evidence. 

Mr. William Westley stated, that on Monday the 
16th of November, about eleven in the morning, 
Marin called at deponent's residence at George 
Town. Deponent was not a little surprised to see 
him. Marin asked to see him in private, and de- 
ponent then took him into a parlour. Deponent 
having heard that he (Marin) and Miss Bethell had 
been missing since Saturday, asked where Miss 
Bethell was, to which Marin replied, that she was 
no more; that he aiM she had both taken poison, 
and that he did not know but that he should be a 
dead man himself in two hours, and requested de- 
ponent, as a favour, to accompany him to the place 
where her corpse was lying. Prom the situation 
deponent was placed in, he hesitated a little, but 
finally consented to go with him. Deponent then 
made the Authorities of the town acquainted with it, 
and sent for medical men, and the friends of the 
deceased. 

Three other witnesses gave evidence of the find- 
ing of the fragments of paper and the laudanum bot- 
tles near the shed, and that the prisoner and Miss 
Bethell were frequently seen walking together. 
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Several chemists and their assistants in Jersey 
were then examined, and proved having sold lauda- 
num to Marin on the Saturday and the Sunday, the 
time Marin stated he had purchased it. 

The Jury then retired to consider of their verdict, 
and after twenty-five minutes' deliberation returned 
a verdict of QuiUy. 

Mr. Godfrey then demanded the benefit of a 
Orand Jury^ which was fixed for Thursday. 

On Thursday last Marin was placed before the 
Grand Jury in the Royal Court, for trial. 

The evidence was precisely the same as that given 
on the first trial. 

Sir John de Veulle having summed up the evi- 
dence, the Jury retired at a quarter to nine o'clock 
at night, and returned at ten minutes to ten with 
the following verdict : — ""Mary Ann Bethell having 
formed and declared her resolution to destroy her- 
self, and having of herself began to put that resolu- 
tion into effect, by taking laudanum from a drawer 
belonging to Mrs. Barber, the Jury is unanimously 
of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of homicide^ 
on the person of the said Mary Ann Bethell under 
aggravated circumstances.'' 

The Court then adjourned to Monday, when 
Marin is to be brought up to receive sentence. 



SENTENCE. 



Since the extraordinary and unexpected verdict 
of the Grand Jury in the case of Marin, the mur- 
derer of Miss Bethell, public excitement has been 
woimd up to a very high pitch, and this being the 
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day for passing sentence on the prisoner, the streets 
and avenues through which he had to pass on his 
way to the Court were crowded. There seems to 
he but one opinion in the public mind in this case. 
It is considered) that not only was his crime one of 
wilful murder, but committed under circumstances 
as atrocious as have ever been presented to a Court. 
As it was expected from the strong feeling of the 
public, that there might be an attack on the prison- 
er's person, all the police were ordered to be in at- 
tendance with pikes and halberds, and exactly at 
eleven o'clock he was marched from the prison to 
the Court, amidst a crowd of well-dressed persons, 
who expressed in groans and execrations their dis- 
gust at his guilt. Many cried, "Give him a rope," 
"Hang him." No attempt, however, was made to 
offer him personal violence. 

At twenty minutes after eleven, the* Bailly and 
Jurats entered the Court, and having taken their 
places, prayen5,were read. Prisoner occupied his 
usual place, sitting down whenever the proceedings 
were suspended, but standing during the pleadings 
of counsel. He was not ironed^ but looked ill, his 
countenance being much jaded, and his features * 
worn ; he had, however, an expression of downcast 
indifference to the proceedings, probably from his 
life being saved, which was not visible in the two 
former trials. 

The Clerk of the Court having read the verdict 
of the Grand Jury, 

Sir John de Veulle addressed the prisoner : " Ma- 
rin, you have been prosecuted upon the accusation 
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of murder, and eight days only have elapsed since 
you were found Quilty by the petty Jury of St. Sa- 
viour's. The Grand Jury, however, have decided 
that you are only guilty of homicide under circum- 
stances of aggravation. The Court, in consequence 
of that verdict, and in conformity with the conclu- 
sions of the Attorney-General, ccmdemn you to be 
banished from this Island fcur ever, under pain of 
death if you return thereto. You are to be sent to 
England to be transported to where His Majesty 
may deem fit, and all your property is confiscated 
to the King. You are now remanded to gaol until 
a convenient opportunity be found to send you to 
England. After a long and impartial hearing of the 
horrible crime of which you have been convicted, 
very little remains for me to say. Your advocate 
asserts that since your confinement you have shewn 
some repentance for your guilt, I am led to believe 
that your remorse must be very great ; but there is 
another tribunal to which you must sqppeal for par- 
don. I therefore entreat you to govern your future 
actions in conformity with the laws of morality and 
religion^ and that wherever yoli may be sent you 
will implore the forgiveness of your Maker for the 
terrible crime of which you have been guilty.'' 

Marin was conducted to prison, guarded as be- 
fore by the police and halberdiers. Cries of abhor- 
rence were occasionally uttered by the spectators, 
but no violence whatever was offered to the ?n*etch- 
ed man." 

J. B. SHARP, PRIMTBR, UFPSR KINQ 8TRBBT, BLOOMRBURY. 
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